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PREFACE. 


Of all the eminent scientists who 'have painstakingly 
investigated the mysterious phenomena of Modern 
Spiritualism—and there are many—Sir William 
Crookes must be easily recognized as leader. 

His eminence as a discoverer and an inventor and his 
vast services to the world as a chemist have given to 
his “Researches into the Phenomena of Modern Spirit¬ 
ualism” a value and potency that could not attach to 
labours of men equally honest and painstaking, but de¬ 
void of his scientific attainments and great reputation. 

Beginning his investigations of Spiritual Phenomena 
over a third of a century ago, when the prejudice against 
psychic research was much stronger than to-day, and 
pursuing his researches with all the care, caution, and 
accuracy that marked his other scientific work, he ren¬ 
dered his studies in this new field doubly valuable to 
the world by his conscientious record of all the details 
and conditions and his noble boldness in publishing the 
same to the world. 

The record of his experiments with Daniel Douglas 
Home and Miss Florence Cook as psychics, all con¬ 
ducted under test conditions, must ever stand among 
the most marvelous of human experiences and an im¬ 
pregnable defence of the spirituality of man’s nature 
and of his ability to survive the shock of death. 

The articles, here quoted, first appeared in the Quar¬ 
terly Journal of Science, of which Sir William was the 
able editor; and they have been supplemented by ex- 






tracts from the speech of the eminent • • 

from the chair of the British As^T- 
meeting, in ,898, in which speech he dSa^H ** Bristo1 
Ins convictions concerning the value of the ^sultf c 
scientific investigation into what has been kl ° f 

realm of the occult. known as ‘he 

Some correspondence appearing in the earlier reuro 
ductions °f ‘he Quarterly articles is withheld from £ 
issue, in order that the limit set by the price of the work 
may not be exceeded. Such deletion is, however, no 
material loss to the student, as it is, in the main a 
repetition of the matter contained in the following 
pages. The first statements of the scientist were so full,. 
; complete, that, with the diagrams given, they form 
the clearest and most conclusive answer to any criticism. 

For a long time students of psychic research in Amer¬ 
ica have found it difficult, and in some cases impossible, 
to procure copies of this celebrated work. We hope in 
bringing out this edition in popular form, at one-third 
of the price charged for the English edition, we shall 
render a service to the cause of Truth by bringing this 
invaluable work into the hands of tens of thousands 
who would otherwise miss its interesting and trans- 

cendingly important facts. attcttm 

B. F. Auoit^' 


June, if/)4 . 






Experimental Investigation of a 

New Force. 


Twelve months ago in this journal I wrote an article, 
in which, after expressing in the most emphatic manner 
my belief in the occurrence, under certain circumstances, 
of phenomena inexplicable by any known natural laws, 

I indicated several tests which men of science had a 
right to demand before giving credence to the genuine¬ 
ness of these phenomena. Among the tests pointed out 
were, that a “delicately poised balance should be moved 
under test conditionsand that some exhibition of 
power equivalent to so many “foot-pounds” should be 
“manifested in his laboratory, where the experimental¬ 
ists could weigh, measure, and submit it to proper tests.” 
1 said, too, that I could not promise to enter fully into 
this subject, owing to the difficulties of obtaining oppor¬ 
tunities, and the numerous failures attending the en¬ 
quiry; moreover, that “the persons in whose presence 
these phenomena take place are few in number, and 
opportunities for experimenting with previously ar¬ 
ranged apparatus are rarer still.” 

Opportunities having since offered for pursuing the 
investigation, I have gladly availed myself of them for 
applying to these phenomena careful scientific testing 
experiments, and I have thus arrived at certain definite 
results which T think it right should be published. 
These experiments appear conclusively to establish the 
existence of a new force, in some unknown manner con¬ 
nected with the human organization, which for con- 
y'ni'TKe may he called the Psychic Force. 

Of all the persons endowed with a powerful develop- 
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ment of this Psychic Force, and who have been termed 
“mediums” upon quite another theory of its origin, Mr 
Daniel Douglas Home is the most remarkable, and it is 
mainly owing to the many opportunities I have had of 
carrying on my investigation in his presence that I am 
enabled to affirm so conclusively the existence of this 
Force. The experiments I have tried have been very 
numerous, but owing to our imperfect knowledge of 
the conditions which favor or oppose the manifestations 
of this force, to the apparently capricious manner in 
which it is exerted, and to the fact that Mr. Home 
himself is subject to unaccountable ebbs and flows of 
the force, it has but seldom happened that a result ob¬ 
tained on one occasion could be subsequently confirmed 
and tested with apparatus specially contrived for the 
purpose. 

Among the remarkable phenomena which occur under 
Mr. Home’s influence, the most striking, as well as the 
most easily tested with scientific accuracy, are—(i) the 
alteration in the weight oi bodies, and ( 2 ) the playing 
of tunes upon musical instruments (generally an ac¬ 
cordion, for convenience of portability) without direct 
human intervention, under conditions rendering contact 
or connection with the keys impossible. Not until I 
had witnessed these facts some half-dozen times, and 
scrutinized them with all the critical acumen I possess, 
did f become convinced of their objective reality. Still, 
desiring to place the matter beyond the shadow of 
doubt, 1 invited Mr. Home on several occasions to 
come to my own house, where, in I lie presence of a few 
scientific enquirers, these* phenomena could lie submitted 
to crucial experiments. 

The meetings took place in the evening, in a large 







room lighted by gas. The apparatus prepared for the 
purpose of testing the movements of the accordion 
consisted of a cage, formed of two wooden hoops, re¬ 
spectively i foot io inches and 2 feet diameter, con¬ 
nected together by 12 narrow laths, each 1 foot 10 inches 
long, so as to form a drum-shaped frame, open at the 
top and bottom; round this 50 yards of insulated copper 
wire were wound in 24 rounds, each being rather less 
than an inch from its neighbor. The horizontal strands 
of wire were then netted together firmly with string, 
so as to form meshes rather less than 2 inches long by 
1 inch high. The height of this cage was sudi that it 
would just slip under my dining table, but be too close 
to the top to allow of the hand being introduced into 
the interior, or to admit of a foot being pushed under¬ 
neath it. In another room were two Grove's cells, wires 
being led from them into the dining room for connec¬ 
tion, if desirable, with the wires surrounding the cage. 

The accordion was a new one, having been purchased 
by myself for the purpose of these experiments at 
Wheatstone’s, in Conduit Street. Mr. Home had neither 


handled nor seen the instrument before the commence¬ 
ment of the test experiments. 

In another part of the room an apparatus was fitted 
up for experimenting on the alterations in the weight 
of a body. It consisted of a mahogany board, 36 inches 
long by cf/2 inches wide and 1 inch thick. At each end 
a strip of mahogany V/2 inches wide was screwed on. 
forming feet, fine end of the board rested on a firm 
table, whilst the other end was supported by a spring 
balance hanging from a substantial tripod si.md. I In 
I va» fitted with s.-lf rrgi Iming index. m sue., 
a manner that it would record the maximum weight 
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indicated by the pointer. The apparatus was adjusted 
so that the mahogany board was horizontal its f 
resting flat on the support. In this position its wei^h! 
was 3 lbs., as marked by the pointer of the balance * 

Before Mr. Home entered the room the apparatus 
had been arranged in position, and he had not even the 
object of some parts of it explained before sitting down 
It may, perhaps, be worth while to add, for the purpose 
of anticipating some critical remarks Which are likely 
to be made, that in the afternoon I called for Mr. Home 
at his apartments, and when there he suggested that, 
as he had to change his dress, perhaps I should not 
object to continue our conversation in his bedroom. I 
am, therefore, enabled to state positively, that no ma¬ 
chinery, apparatus, or contrivance of any sort was 
secreted about his person. 

The investigators present on the test occasion were 
an eminent physicist, high in the ranks of the Royal 
Society, whom I will call Dr. A. B.; a well-known 
Serjeant-at-Law, whom I will call Serjeant C. D.; my 
brother; and my chemical assistant.* 


* It argues ill for the boasted freedom of opinion 
among scientific men, that they have so long refused 
to institute a scientific investigation into the exist¬ 
ence and nature of facts asserted by so many com¬ 
petent and credible witnesses, and which they are 
freely invited to examine when and where they 
P>a .*• For my own part, 1 too much value the pur- 
of truth, and the discovery of any new fact in 
nature, to avoid inquiry because it appears to clash 
•'/A;: prevailing opinions. But as I have no right to 
that, other , arc equally willing to do tins, 
rer i frt/tn mentioning the names of my friends 
without their permission 
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Mr Home sat in a low easy-chair at the side of the 
table. In front of him and under the table was the 
aforesaid cage, one of his legs being on each side of it. 

I sat close to him on his left, and another observer sat 
close to him on his right, the rest of the party being 
seated at convenient distances round the table. 

For the greater part of the evening, particularly when 
anything of importance was proceeding, the observers 
on each side of Mr. Home kept their feet respectively 
on his feet, so as to be able to detect his slightest 

movement. 

The temperature of the room varied from 68 degrees 
to 70 degrees F. 

Mr. Home took the accordion between the thumb 
and middle finger of one hand at the opposite end to 
the keys (see woodcut, Fig. A) (to save repetition this 
will be subsequently called “in the usual manner ). 
Having previously opened the bass key myself, and the 
cage being drawn from under the table so as just to 
allow the accordion to be pushed in with its keys down¬ 
wards, it was pushed back as close as Mr. Home s arm 
would permit, but without hiding his hand from those 
next to him (see Fig. B). Very soon the accordion was 
seen by those on each side to be waving about in a 
somewhat curious manner; then sounds came from it, 
and finally several notes were played in succession. 
Whilst this was going on my assistant went under the 
table, and reported that the accordion was expanding 
and contracting; at the same time it was seen that the 
hand of Mr. Home by which it was held was quite still, 
hh other hand resting on the table. 
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Fig. A. 



Presently the accordion was seen by those on either 
side of Mr. Home to move about, oscillating and going 
round and round the cage, and playing at the same 
time. Dr. A. B. now looked under the table, and said 
that Mr. Home’s hand appeared quite still whilst the 
accordion was moving about emitting distinct sounds. 

Mr. Home still holding the accordion in the usual 


manner in the cage, his feet being held by those next 
nd his other hand resting on the table, we heard 
distinct and separate notes sounded in succession, an 
• . a simple air was played. As such a resu t cou 

1 ,,-en produced by the various n 

-..-. . .rjs 

_ Bmi f t 1( . aeauel was still mor* itriKin*, 
experiment. But th gltoget hei from 

Mr Hom then removed his ban . #nd plwe d 

1 " ' .. .... 

A m ,he ha -f the per. M-xl . 
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mcnt then continued to play, no person touching it and 
no hand being near it. 

I was now desirous of trying what would be the 
effect of passing the battery current round the insulated 
wire of the cage, and my assistant accordingly made the 
connection with the wires from the two Grove’s cells. 
Mr. Home again held the instrument inside the cage in 
the same manner as before, when it immediately sound¬ 
ed and moved about vigorously. But whether the 
electric current passing round the cage assisted the 
manifestation of force inside it, is impossible to say. 


Fig. B. 



• • 

'1 he accordion was now again taken without any visi¬ 
ble touch from Mr. Home’s hand, which lie removed 
from it entirely and placed upon the table, when it was 
taken by the person next to him, and seen, .is ii«>w wtic 
l*,th 1,1, hail,I , l,y all |,r,'Hcnt I and two <■( tin' 
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present saw the accordion distinctly floating about inside 
the cage with no visible support. This was repeated a 
second time, after a short interval. Mr. Home presently 
re-inserted his hand in the cage and again took hold of 
the accordion. It then commenced to play, at first 
chords and runs, and afterwards a well-known sweet 
and plaintive melody, which was executed perfectly i n 
a very beautiful manner. Whilst this tune was being 
played I grasped Mr. Home’s arm, below the elbow, 
and gently slid my hand down it until I touched the 
top of the accordion. He was not moving a muscle. 
His other hand was on the table, visible to all, and his 
feet were under the feet of those next to him. 

Having met with such striking results in the experi¬ 


ments with the accordion in the cage, we turned to 
the balance apparatus already described. Mr. Home 
placed the tips of his fingers lightly on the extreme end 
of the mahogany board, which was resting on the sup¬ 
port, whilst Dr. A. B. and myself sat, one on each side 
of it, watching for any effect which might be produced. 
Almost immediately the pointer of the balance was seen 
to descend. After a few seconds it rose again. This 
movement was repeated several times, as if by succes¬ 
sive waves of the Psychic Force. The end of the board 
was observed to oscillate slowly up and down during 
the experiment. 

Mr Home now of his own accord took a small hand- 
v and a little card match-box, which happened to be 

;ir, and placed one under each hand, to satisfy us, 
; he said, that he was not producing the downward 
pressure (Fig (]), The very slow oscillation of the 
prn g 1 m lan < t became more marked, and Dr. A. ID 
washing the index, said that he saw it descend to hJ/j 
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lbs. The normal weight of the board as so suspended 
being 3 lbs., the additional downward pull was there¬ 
fore y/2 lbs. On looking immediately afterwards at the 
automatic register, we saw that the index had at one 
time descended as low as 9 lbs., showing a maximum 
pull of 6 lbs. upon a board, whose normal weight was 
3 H>s. 

In order to see whether it was possible to produce 
much effect on the spring balance by pressure at the 
place where Mr. Home’s fingers had been, I stepped 

Fig. c. 



upon the table and stood on one foot at the end of the 
board. Dr. A. B., who was observing the index of the 
balance, said that the whole weight of my body (140 
'bs.) so applied only sunk the index \/ 2 lbs., or 2 lbs. 
Ah* n \ jerked up and down. Mr. Home had been sit- 
t<r, g in a low easy chair, and could not, therefore, had 
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he tried his utmost, have exerted any material influenc 
on these results. I need scarcely add that his feet as 
well as his hands were closely guarded by all i n the 
room. 

This experiment appears to me more striking, if 
possible, than the one with the accordion. As will be 
seen on referring to the cut (Fig. C), the board was 
arranged perfectly horizontally, and it was particularly 
noticed that Mr. Home’s fingers were not at any time 
advanced more than iy 2 inches from the extreme end, 
as shown by a pencil-mark, which, with Dr. A. B.’s 
acquiescence, I made at the time. Now, the wooden 
foot being also i y 2 inches wide, and resting flat on the 
table, it is evident that no amount of pressure exerted 
within this space of V / 2 inches could produce any action 
on the balance. Again, it is also evident that when the 
end furthest from Mr. Home sank, the board would 
turn on the further edge of this foot as on a fulcrum. 
The arrangement was consequently that of a see-saw, 
36 inches in length, the fulcrum being 1 y 2 inches from 
one end: were he, therefore, to have exerted a down¬ 
ward pressure, it would have been in opposition to the 
force which was causing the other end of the board to 
move down. 

The slight downward pressure shown by the balance 
when I stood on the board was owing, probably, to my 
toot extending beyond this fulcrum. 

\ have now given a plain, unvarnished statement of 
Vi- facts from copious notes written at the time the 
occurrences were taking place, and copied out in fnll 
irrprn^diat'ly after. Indeed, it would be fatal to the 
oOjpv* I have in vo w that of urging the scientific in- 
» •* on of Om sc phenomena were I to exaggerate 
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ever so little; for although to my readers Dr. A. B. is 
at present represented by incorporeal initials, to me the 
letters represent a power in the scientific world that 
would certainly convict me if I were to prove an un¬ 
trustworthy narrator. 

In the Quarterly Journal of Science, October 1st, 1871, 
the illustrious investigator replied to the charges 
brought against him by those who were not in agree¬ 
ment with his findings, and recorded a series of further 
experiments. He wrote: When I first stated in this 
journal that I was about to investigate the phenomena 
of so-called Spiritualism, the announcement called forth 
universal expression of approval. One said that my 
'‘‘statements deserved respectful consideration”; another 
expressed “profound satisfaction that the subject was 
about to be investigated by a man so thoroughly quali¬ 
fied as,” etc.; a third was “gratified to learn that the 
matter is now receiving the attention of cool and clear¬ 
headed men of recognized position in science”; a fourth 
asserted that “no one could doubt Mr. Crookes’ ability 
to conduct the investigation with rigid philosophical 
impartiality”; and a fifth was good enough to tell its 
readers that “if men like Mr. Crookes grapple with the 
subject, taking nothing for granted until it is proved, 
we shall soon know how much to believe.” 

I hese remarks, however, were written too hastily. It 
v/'i» taken for granted by the writers that the results 
of my experiments would be in accordance with their 
pr" onrfj/t jons. What they really desired was not the 
t r u f h, but an additional witness in favor of their own 
for''gone conclusions. When they found that the facts 
*' i!'b that investigation established could not he made 







to fit those opinions, why_ 

facts.- They try to creep out oTthe’ ' he for the 

mendations of the enquiry by declari C ° nfident r «°m- 
ts a clever conjurer, who has d, ^‘ “ Mr - Horn,. 
Crookes .night, with equal proprie"/' °* *“•* “Mr. 
formances of an Indian juggler- ■’,, am ' n<: the Pcr , 
get better witnesses before he can h k . Cr °° keS must 

thmg ! S 400 a bsurd to be treated Ved ” “ Th < 

impossible, and therefore can’t “ It » 

12Ue all been biologised ( i) and f le obser vers 

Occur which really never took place/^etc etc^ 

These remarks imply a curious oblivion It the 
nmcttons which the scientific enquirer hal to ZTi 
am scarcely surprised when the objectors say that I 

without en Ce,V ? d mere!y bCCaUSe ‘ hey are un convinced 
without personal investigation, since the same un- 

scientific course of a priori argument has been opposed 
to all great discoveries. When I am told that what I 
describe cannot be explained in accordance with pre¬ 
conceived ideas of the laws of nature, the objector 
reaily begs the question at issue, and resorts to a mode 
of reasoning which brings science to a standstill. The 
argument runs in a vicious circle: we must not assert 
a fact till we know that it is in accordance with the 
laws of nature, while our only knowledge of the laws 
of nature must be based on an extensive observation of 
U a new fact seems to oppose what is called a 
law of nature, it does not prove the asserted fact to c 

♦ Tht ati' on occur# to m# 1 '' '" ,l 

ntt po;-,»b!r, i only said it was true. 
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false, but only that we have not yet ascertained all the 
laws of nature, or not learned them correctly. 

I may at once answer one objection which has been 
made in several quarters, viz., that my results would 
carry more weight had they been tried a greater num¬ 
ber of times, and wi'th other persons besides Mr. Home. 
The fact is, I have been working at the subject for two 
years, and have found nine or ten different persons who 
possess psychic power in more or less degree; but its 
development in Mr. D. D. Home is so powerful, that, 
having satisfied myself by careful experiments that the 
phenomena observed were genuine, I have, merely as a 
matter of convenience, carried on my experiments with 
him, in preference to working with others m whom the 
power existed in a less striking degree. Most of the 
experiments I am about to describe, however, have been 

tried with another person than Mr. Home, and in his 
absence. 


Befjre proceeding to relate my new experiments, I 
desme to say a few words respecting those already de¬ 
mem f he ,° bjection has bee " raised that announce- 
sTenmh f magnitude shou,d not be made on the 
I T ^ r eXperiments hasti| y Performed, 

nor en the ’ C oncl r 1 S10ns were not arrived at hastily, 
In i» f H reSU ° f tW ° 0r t ' hree experiments only. 

pape ; ( y uarter/ y « f sc^ccr 

L e Tu ^ NOt UntiI 1 harl witnessed 

With H L v dOZe " tim0S ' an<l ® crt| tinized them 

f t nt,Ca \ acl1 ™" ' Possess, di,l I become 

special Jr uVT * r " :ilily ” l ' Cf,,r< ‘ " P 

five ,e' r !' r experiments, 1 have seen on 

^rate oerasnms, object, varying in weight from 







i8 

to roo lbs., temporarily i n fl 
that !■ and others present ‘ fl “ enced in such a m 
from the floor. Wishin ’ d Wlth difficulty i? ann,:r . 

i^ssssStSVsSi 

lbs. normally, to 36 lbs., 48 lb s . anrf ‘% , 1 Was . from 8 
successive experiments tried under - 4 JS " ln ^ree 
the second occasion, tried about a’foL^I °" 
the presence of other observers I found / fter ’ ln 
weight to be from 8 lbs., to 23 ’lbs„ 43 
m three successive trials, varying the conditions. AU 
had the entire management of the above mentioned ex- 
perimental trials, employed an instrument of great ac¬ 
curacy, and took every care to exclude the possibility of 
the results being influenced by trickery, I was not un¬ 
prepared for a satisfactory result when the fact was 
pr operly tested in my own laboratory. The meeting on 
the occasion formerly described was, therefore, for the 
purpose of confirming my previous observations by the 
application of crucial tests, with carefully arranged ap¬ 
paratus of a still more delicate nature. 

Sir William Crookes then proceeds to record further 
'•xp'-rirn'-rrts with the medium D. D. Home. 

( )' trying experiments (previously recorded) (° r ^| 
f.r,‘ rune, 1 thought that actual contact between r- 
Hm ' hands and the suspended body whose weiR 
01 a u. ),i ,Jfrrrd was essential to the exhibit! # 

, tmf \ found afterwards that this vr 
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necessary condition, and I therefore arranged my an- 
paratus in the following manner: P 

The accompanying cuts (Figs. 2 , 3, 4 ) explain the 
arrangement. lug. 2 is a general view, and Figs 3 
and 4 show the essential parts more in detail. The 
re crence letters are the same in each illustration A- 
B ,s a mahogany board, 36 inches long by g/ 2 inch e 3 
wule, and t ,nch thick. It is suspended at the end £ 


Fig. 2 . 



register"'D* SeTi Q fUrnished with a " automatic 
tripod ^pon, E. baknCe " SUSPe " ded a very linn 

t'kutM.^Jr'the T- <>! a,,| ! aratUS is not sl >own in the 
ance, a f,„ , ln< c *- O, of the spring bal- 

‘ P0,nt “ “Wercd, projecting horizon- 
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Pi G. 



21L°dTif i S ! a n 'T ; f f the balance ’ - fa 

similar to th’e dark bololTlZ?'^ ‘ &t ^ 
This box is made to travel by clock-work"horizomali 

,n . r0nt ° m °ving index, and it contains a she* 
^ 3 -tc-gIass which has been smoked over a flam* 
..c projecting steel point impresses a mark on thi 


-.rooked surface. If the balance is at rest, and the 
r ' r k set going, the result is a perfectly straight hori- 
zontal line. If the clock is stopped and weights are 
placed on the end, B, of the board, the result is a 
erNr'jJ line, whose length depends on the weight ap¬ 
plied. ft, 7/ 1 1 i |f t thr clods draws flic plafe along. ,iu 
■ '■ v. ' of t hr* board for the tension on the balance 
f ' ie the r -viilt is a curved line, from which the 
grams at any moment during the <onfni 
■ ■ •:#* |«(>ffhnrtitf can be calculated. 





















The instrument was capable of registering a diminu¬ 
tion of the force of gravitation as well as an increase; 
registrations of such a diminution were frequently ob- 


Fio. 4. 



tamed. To avoid complications, however, I will only 

JZ SLJ Z Z, T! ^ “r n ' d * 

ftrin v , C ^ ' A ' s su PP° r ted on a wooden 

*s 'I'IZf*:? rV°r: sidc an<i «*- ■ 

and heavy wooden stand G "j’f 'V),?!) T * fin " 
‘he fulcrum, i, p | aced ". ,e boMd * e * ac “r 

with water I r K< ‘ “ laM vessel filled 

»" arm and ' Zu m'T" '"Z T*' 

«* fan**, **' per,or * le ‘ l w ’‘h .cverul hole, at 
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The iron stand is two inches from the board A B 
and the arm and copper vessel, M. N, are so adjusted 
that the latter dips into the water V / 2 inches, being sy 
inches from the bottom of I, and 2 inches from its cir- 
cumference. Shaking or striking the arm, M, or the 
vessel, N, produces no appreciable mechanical effect on 
the board, A B, capable of affecting the balance. Dip¬ 
ping the hand to the fullest extent into the water in N, 
does not produce the least appreciable action on the 
balance. 


As the mechanical transmission of power is by this 
means entirely cut off between the copper vessel and 
the board, A B, the power of muscular control is there¬ 
by completely eliminated. 


For convenience I will divide the experiments into 
groups, 1, 2, 3, etc., and I have selected one special 
instance in each to describe in detail. Nothing, how¬ 
ever, is mentioned which has not been repeated more 
than once, and in some cases verified, in Mr. Home’s 
absence, with another person possessing similar powers. 

There was always ample light in the room where the 
experiments were conducted (my own dining room) to 
see all that took place. 


Experiment I .— The apparatus having been properly 
adjusted before Mr. Home entered the room, he was 
brought in, and asked to place his fingers in the water 
in the copper vessel, N. lie stood up and dipped the 
- fingers of In , right hand in the water, Ins 
- Vr hi feet being held. When he said h« 

felt a power, force, or influence, proceeding front Ins 
hand, f vt the clock going, and almost immediately < " 
end, B, of the board was seen to descend lowly an< 
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remain down for about io seconds; it then descended 
a little further, and afterwards rose to its normal height* 
It then descended again, rose suddenly, gradually sunk 

Fig. 5. 

e S 10 no so 



for 17 seconds, and finally rose to its normal height, 
where it remained till the experiment was concluded. 
The lowest point marked on the glass was equivalent 
to a direct pull of about 5,000 grains. The accompany¬ 
ing figure (5) is a copy of the curve traced on the 
glass. 

Experiment II :—Contact through water having 
proved to be as effectual as actual mechanical contact, 
I wished to see if the power or force could affeot the 
weight, either through other portions of the apparatus 
or through the air. The glass vessel and iron stand, 
etc., were therefore removed, as an unnecessary com¬ 
plication, and Mr. Home's hands were placed on the 
Mand of the apparatus at P (Fig. 2). A gentleman 
present put his hand on Mr. Home’s hands, and his 
foot Of! both Mr Home's feet, and I also watched him 
closely at) the time. At the proper moment the clock 
again set going; the hoard descended and jo.sc in 
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an irregular manner, the result beinc , 

on the glass, of which Fig. 6 is a copy CUrVe<1 traci "S 


Fig. 6. 



In this and the two following figures thp - i 

vertical and horizontal ar p *.u § the scales > both 
nonz °ntal, are the same as in Fig 5. 

Experiment III.- Mr. Home was now placed i foot 

flet" 1 were A Za^ ^ ° f il ' His hands and 

feet were firmly graspbd by a bystander, and another 


Fig. 7. 


tracing, of which Fig. 7 is a copy, was taken on a 
moving glass plate. 

Experiment IV .— (Tried on an occasion when the 
power was stronger than on the previous occasions). 

Fio. 8\ 
















25 


jvlr Home was now placed three feet from the appa¬ 
ratus, his hands and feet being tightly held The clock 
was set going when he gave the word, and the end, B, 
of the board soon descended, and again rose in an 
irregular manner, as shown in Fig. 8. 

The following series of experiments were tried with 
more delicate apparatus, and with another person, a 
lady, Mr. Home being absent. As the lady is a non¬ 
professional, I do not mention her name. She has, 
however, consented to meet any scientific men whom I 
may introduce for purposes of investigation. 

A piece of thin parchment, A, Figs. 9 and 10, is 
stretched tightly across a circular hoop of wood. B C 
is a light lever turning on D. At the end, B, is a 
vertical needle point touching the membrane, A, and 
at C is another needle point, projecting horizontally 


Fig. 9. (Plan.) 



and touching a smoked glass plate, E I‘. ^ ,ISS 

plate is drawn along in the direction, H ^ c 
work, K. The end, li, of the lever is weighted so ilia 
is dial) i|iijrkly follow the movements of the centre o 




























the disc. A. These movement, 

recorded on the glass p late E p S , are ‘ran smitted an , 

“ d n t eed ' e l |x>i,u ' C. Hole’s are’ an ° f the Wer 
hoop to allow a f ree passage of ‘ he si <* of * 

*° ‘he underside of 

KlC 10 - (Section ) 



t.he membrane. 1 he apparatus was well tested before¬ 
hand by myself and others, to see that no shaking or 
jar on the table or support would interfere with the 
results: the line traced by the point, C, on the smoked 
glass was perfectly straight in spite of all our attempts- 
to influence the lever by shaking the stand or stamping 


6 n the floor. 

Experiment V .—Without having the object of the 

instrument explained to her, the lady was brought into 

d to plat<' her fingets on lh< » 

, , u l.-i„ „ I then placed "'X 
ttand a. the points I- M. I * conS cious 

hamto over ben <» enable «,<■ to ' y ent , 
or meemeUm* » .» 

2 * 2 * 'ZPJZT . . .. 

fb# Ol it re**”* 
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percussion a fragment of graphite which I had placed 
on the membrane was seen to be projected upwards 
about i-50th of an mch, and the end, C, of the lever 
moved slightly up and down. Sometimes the sounds 
were as rapid as those from an induction-coil, whilst 
at others they were more than a second apart. Five or 
six tracings were taken, and in all cases a movement 
of the end, C, of thejever was seen to have occurred 
with each vibration of the membrane. 

In some cases the lady s hands were not so near the- 
membrane as L M, but were at N O, Fig. 10. 

The accompanying figure 11 gives tracings taken from 
the plates used on these occasions. 


Fig 11. 
Scale of Seconds. 
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Experiment VI .— Having met with these results in 
Mr. Home’s absence, I was anxious to sec what action 
wot * If! be produced on the instrument in bis presence. 

Accordingly I asked him to try, but without explain 
ir v. tin instrument to him. 
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I grasped Mr. Home's ri*h<- . 
held his hand over the membrane^oT WHst an <* 

“* surface ' in the position shown at P p‘ nCh4s {ro "> 
other hand was held by a friend Iff’ ‘ g ' I0 ‘ His 

this position f or about half a minubTlT u™” 8 in 
he felt some influence passine T it’ 1 Home sai<1 
going, and we all saw the index r ^ * he clock 
down. The movements were ^ sCeTflfanX 7 
tornter case, and were almost entirely unac^ " an 
b> the percussive vibrations then noticed. P “ 

Figs. 12 and 13 show the curves produced on the 
g~3.ss on two of these occasions. 

l J igs. 11, 12, 13 are magnified. 

These experiments confirm beyond doubt the con¬ 
clusion at which I arrived in my former paper, namely, 
the existence of a force associated, in some manner 
not yet explained, with the human organization, by 
which force increased weight is capable of being im¬ 
parted to solid bodies without physical contact. In the 
case Ir. Home, the development of tins force varies 
en usly, not only from week to week, but from 

boar boar; on some occasions the force is map- 
fftaa Me by my tests for an hour or more, andl then 

widen: » ■" ^T"” U \ Vu,Willy 

ki tar as two or tnrec ice 

<tMe him . . there could be HO man- 

1 .. without the corre- 

tinViklV/n of ""« torm , ..Ifmhrr form of force, I 

tptmSng e/ * T evidence oi tta 

.>•-< m vamjo.... 

Ir/trr M ticing "K'l "l 1 

t* 
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Now, however, having seen more of Mr. Home I 
(hink I perceive What it is that this psychic force uses 
up for its development. In employing the terms vital 
force, or nervous energy, I am aware that I am em 
ploying words which convey very different significa 
tions to many investigators; but after witnessing the 

Fig. 12. 



painful state of nervous and bodily prostration in 
which some of these experiments have left Mr. Home- 
after seeing him lying in an almost fainting condition 
on the floor, pale and speechless—I could scarcely 
doubt that the evolution of psychic force is accom¬ 
panied by a corresponding drain on vital force 
I have ventured to give this new force the name of 
Psyche Force, because of its manifest relationship to 
ceram psychological conditions, and because I was 
most desirous to avoid the foregone conclusions im- 
pied in the title under which it has hitherto been 


Fig. 13. 
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claimed as belonging to a province h 
of experiment and argument. But u the range 

it is within the province of m ,rel ' ng found that 
it is entitled to be known by a sdenTfi"'^ rese «<* 
dO e n. think a more 

To witness exhibitions of this fore. •. • 

S ;Z t0 h Z e aCCeSS to known psychics' 5 n T* 
itself is probably possessed by all human k ' ° rCe 

though the individuals endowed whh aU 

nary amount of it are doubtless few WSuT^f' 
twelve months I have met in private families £ 
or six persons possessing a sufficiently vigorous de¬ 
velopment to make me feel confident that similar re- 
f 11 ts might be Produced through their means to those 
nere recorded,, provided the experimentalist worked 
with more delicate apparatus, capable of indicating a 
fraction of a grain instead of recording pounds and 
ounces only. 

As far as my other occupations will permit, I pur¬ 
pose to continue the experiments in various forms, 
and I will report from time to time their results. In 
the meanwhile I trust that others will be induced to 
pur-,ue the investigation in its scientific form. It 
jboold, )>■ evei b< understood that, equally with all 
other scientific experiments these researches must be 

nd compliance with the ^ con itton- 

wider v. the force i» developed. As it is 
hie condition of experiments wl11 ' ' 

, that f o pher< ■ li " 1 ' 1,1 . sll „,,i,i 

"f ** "•=•* 7 / 7 “;;... 

lotwh the instrument whll< . ,.,n 

Mt, so certain condition* •« <. 
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tial to the production and operation of the Psychic 
Force, and unless these precautions are observed the 
experiments will fail. I am emphatic on this point, 
because unreasonable objections have sometimes been 
made to the Psychic Force that it is not developed 
under adverse conditions dictated by the experimental¬ 
ist, who, nevertheless, would object to conditions be¬ 
ing imposed upon himself in the exhibition of any of 
his own scientific results. But I may add that the con¬ 
ditions required are very few, very reasonable, and in 
no way obstruct the most perfect observation and the 
application of the most rigid and accurate tests. 


Just before going to press I have received from my 
friend, Professor Morton, an advance sheet of the 
Journal of the Franklin Institute, containing some re¬ 
marks on my last paper by Mr. Coleman Sellers, a 
leading scientific engineer of the United States. The 
essence of his criticism is contained in the following 
quotation: 



.On page 341” (of the Quarterly Journal of 
Science), we have given a mahogany board ‘36 
inches long by gV 2 inches wide, and 1 inch thick/ 
with at each end a strip of mahogany V/2 inches 
wide screwed on, forming feet.’ This board was so 
placed as to rest with one end on the table, the other 
suspended by a spring balance, and, so suspended, it 
recorded a weight of 3 pounds; i. c., a mahogany 
jo.-trd of the above dimensions is shown to weigh 6 
tV m Pounds 011 the balance, and 3 pounds on 
!\* t Jf ' , . mechanic used to handling wood won* 
TW be* He look through his limited 
*n/ | ,r ^T l,,( »•hat scientific men tell him that 
1 '• »>,i rd should weigh about tJ’/j pounds. I)i<I 
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H ° me fur "|h 7 t ak a e s one ofXi himself > or dd 
Mr n ' , w ould in,,, 0 hls Pieces Af r d,d Mr 

who mad?*?. had •*«*<. vS t sati ^to^ 

lj p ound mahogany ‘ bc^V* be d isco\°ered\ boar( l- 

sw -« 3 3 t a 

compHshe^T'mechTnism'Ha^Mr 6 ( J°J lv ' n ' ; ‘ n £ if so ac- 

th ^ th “ • s 

fact a manner, and d ea , s so h"' ? $ ° "““''■of- 

;r,sr - r »»-“-• 

he points ,« " ““ 


Will it be believed, therefore, that my mahogany 
board does weigh only 6 pounds? Four separate bal- 
ances in my own house tell me so, and my greengrocer 
confirms the fact. 


It is easy to perceive into what errors a “mechanic* 
may fall when he relies for practical knowledge on his 
••limited library,” instead of appealing to actual experi¬ 


ment. 

( ; ry I cannot inform Mr. Sellers who made 

my mahogany board It hM .*J ee, ! 1 w .To/ 0 * length 
about 1 at •> 11 wa* '" '"."’-i y 111 ., rm , t 

: " . . . the 

camera, and '"' ,l 1 ^ |,, January »> 

/'rurnal of the (|iilu , temporary 

xs f, t ,oi a. (»;>«<■ m)- " 0 f app» r * tlM 

duly r, tl.< arrangement v '""’ elected for thtse 
r. my tyhy*He»J Iah'»rat" f > ♦ ' ,n 
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particular experiments owing to its shape being more 
convenient than that of other available pieces of wood. 

But is it seriously expected that I should answer 
such a question as “Did Mr. Home furnish the board ?” 
Will not my critics give me credit for the possession 
of some amount of common sense? 
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during the years 1870-73 * 



Like a traveler exploring some distant 
wonders of wind, have hitherto been 
through reports and rumors of a vamte 
character, so for four years luv» T 


country, the 
known only 
or distorted 
0ccu Pied in 


only the agency of supernatural beings, owning no laws 
and obeying no force but their own free will. As the 
traveler in his wanderings is entirely dependent on the 
gO'j 1 will and friendliness of the chiefs and the medicine 
men of the tribes amongst whom he sojourns, so have 
I not only been aided in my enquiry in a marked degree 
oy some of those who possess the peculiar powers I 
nave sought to examine, but have also formed firm and 
valued friendships amongst many of the recognized 
»ead':r-, of opinion whose hospitalities 1 have shared. 
As the traveler sometimes sends home, when opportu- 
rorff-ra brief record of progress, which record, 
b y riff #•-,sarily isolated from all that has led tip 1°'h 
;; off^r# removed with disbelief or ridicule, so have I 011 

* I r„ . ,| tl„ nmtilnh' 

tfwnrf (/,f January, 1*74 
























two occasions selected and published what seemed 
be a few striking and definite facts; but having omitted 
to describe the preliminary stages necessary to lead the 
public mind up to an appreciation of the phenomena 
and to show how they fitted into other observed facts 
they were also met, not only with incredulity but with 
no little abuse. And lastly, as the traveler, when his 
exploration is finished and he returns to his old asso 
ciates, collects together all his scattered notes, tabulates 
them, and puts them in order ready to be given to the 
world as a connected narrative, so have I, on reaching 
this stage of the enquiry, arranged and put together all 
my disconnected observations, ready to place before the 
public in the form of a volume. 


The phenomena I am prepared to attest are so ex¬ 
traordinary and so directly oppose the most firmly 
rooted articles of scientific belief—amongst others, the 
ubiquity and invariable action of the force of gravita¬ 
tion—that, even now, on recalling the details of what I 
witnessed, there is an antagonism in my mind between 
reason, which pronounces it to be scientifically impos¬ 
sible, and the consciousness that my senses, both of 
touch and sight—and these corroborated,—are not lying 
witnesses when they testify against my preconceptions. 


Hut the supposition that there is a sort of mania or 
delusion which suddenly attacks a whole room full of 
intelligent persons who are quite sane elsewhere, and 
that they all concur to the minutest particulars, in the 
details of the occurrences of which they suppose tliem- 
'T/Ci to he witnesses, seems to my miml more inered- 
dde than even the facts they attest. 


f he oibjff t is far more difficult and extensive 


Ilian 
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it appears. Four years ago I intended onlv * 
leisure month or two to ascertain whether’ ° devote 4 
velous occurrences I had heard about wo-ild**" 1 mar ' 
test of close scrutiny. Having, however \ ' Und 
at the same conclusion as, I may say, 
enquirer, that there was “something i n it” ? mpar bal 
as a student of Nature’s laws, refuse to n ° 1 ’ 

enquiry wheresoever the facts might lead. Thus* ^ 
months have grown into a few years, and were^ 
at my own disposal it would probably extend 
longer. But other matters of scientific and pracfic 1 
interest demand my present attention; and, inasmuch 
as I cannot afford the time requisite to follow the in 
quiry as it deserves, and as I am fully confident it will 
be studied by scientific men a few years hence, and as 
my opportunities are not now as good as they were 
some time ago, when Mr. D. D. Home was in good 
health, and Miss Kate Fox (now Mrs. Jencken) was 
free from domestic and maternal occupations, I feel 
compelled to suspend further investigation for the 
present. 

To obtain free access to some persons abundantly 
endowed with the power I am experimenting upon, now 
involves more favour than a scientific investigator 
should be expected to make of it. Spiritualism amongst 
its more devout followers is a religion. The mediums, 
in many cases young members of the family, are 
guarded with a seclusion and jealousy which an ou - 
s.der ear, penetrate with difficulty. Being earnest^ 
t*U< in the t 1 nth of certain » w 

„ they hold to he substantiated >’? w u m 1() h0 |j 

fh' w fo be miraculous oocurrctuos, they 
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the presence of scientific investigation as a profanation 
of the shrine. As a personal favour T have more than 
once been allowed to be present at meetings that pre¬ 
sented rather the form of a religious ceremony than of 
a spiritualistic seance. But to be admitted by favour 
once or twice, as a stranger might be allowed to wit¬ 
ness the Eleusinian mysteries, or a Gentile to peep 
within the Holy of Holies, is not the way to ascertain 
facts and discover laws. To gratify curiosity is one 
thing; to carry on systematic research is another. I 
am seeking the truth continually. On a few occasions, 
indeed, I have been allowed to apply tests and impose 
conditions; but only once or twice have I been permitted 
to carry off the priestess from her shrine, and in my 
own house, surrounded by my own friends, to enjoy 
opportunities of testing the phenomena I had witnessed 
elsewhere under less conclusive conditions* My ob¬ 
servations on these cases will find their due place in the 
work I am about to publish. 

Following the plan adopted on previous occasions,— 
a plan which, however much it offended the prejudices 
of some critics, I have good reason to know was ac¬ 
ceptable to the readers of the Quarterly Journal of 

* In this paper I give no instances and use no 
arguments drawn from these exceptional cases. 
Without this explanation it might bo thought that 
the immense number of facts l have accumulated 
Were principally obtained on the few occasions here 
ref' ro d to, and the objection would naturally arise 
of msufficiency of scrutiny from want of time. 
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•Science 
in 


Tol'T^ ‘He results of 
However, on g oing 0 ' ‘ W0 a «ides f 0r '*>*>„, 

of facts, such a supera) > , notes > 1 find 5uch ,0urn »!. 
whelming a mass of tes ^" dance «f evide„ ce ' 0 "'' al * 
‘o be marshalled i„ * which’«, 

bors of the Quarterly T ’ Could fil1 several 
‘ hi = occasion with J' outh^^ * ^ 

mg Pr0 ° f and fu " de ‘ a ils to another ^a^ 0 ^ 
principal object will he tr> 1 
of actual occurrences which have’tT °" reC ° r<1 * Wti « 
house, in the presence of trustworth ” ' “ my ° Wn 
under as strict test conditions as I could ^ 

fact which I have observed • d devise ' Ev «y 

by the records of independen^ritXr 
and places. It will be seen that the factt TZ 
most astounding character, and seem utterly irreconcil¬ 
able with all known theories of modern science. Hav- 
mg satisfied myself of their truth, it would be moral 
cowardice to withhold my testimony because my pre¬ 
vious publications were ridiculed by critics and others 
who knew nothing whatever of the subject, and who 
were too prejudiced to see and judge for themselves 
whether or not there was truth in the phenomena: I 
-dial! state simply what I have seen and proved by re¬ 
peated experiment and test, and “I have yet to learn 
that it is irrational to endeavor to discover the causes 
of unexplained phenomena.” 

\f the commencement, I must correct one ot 
*frors w b if h have taken firm possession of tin p" 










I 
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mind. One is that darkness is essential to the phe¬ 
nomena. This is by no means the case. Except where 
darkness has been a necessary condition, as with some 
of the phenomena of luminous appearances, and a few 
other instances, everything recorded has taken place in 
the light. In the few cases where the phenomena noted 
have occurred in darkness I have been very particular 
to mention the fact; moreover, some special reason can 
be shown for the exclusion of light, or the results have 
been produced under such perfect test conditions that 
the suppression of one of these senses has not really 
weakened the evidence. 

Another common error is that the occurrences can 
be witnessed only at certain times and places—in the 
rooms of the medium, or at hours previously arranged; 
and arguing from this erroneous supposition, an analogy 
has been insisted on between the phenomena called 
spiritual and the feats of legerdemain by professional 
“conjurers” and “wizards,” exhibited on their own plat¬ 
form and surrounded by all the appliances of their art. 

To show how far this is from the truth, I need only 
say that, with very few exceptions, the many hundreds 
of facts I am prepared to attest—facts which to imitate 
by known mechanical or physical means would baffle 
the skill of Houdin, a Bosco, or an Anderson, backed 
with all the resources of elaborate machinery and the ; 
practice of years—have all taken place in my own house*, 
at times appointed by myself, and under circumstances 
which absolutely precluded the employment of the very 
simplest instrumental aids. 


A third error is that the medium must select his own 







Wends° f m f " e t't e associa tes at a , 
whatever doctrine .fevers ?”“' tha > 

conditions are imposed n edlUm <munciat„ he tr mh of 
'•estigating turn of mm? a ” y Person PreJ? and (1 >at 

curate observation and fa^ ^tirely “ f a " in- 

ticm. In reply to facilitate tricked ^ ude a c- 

tion of the very f ew r Can state that (wbr. 3 ?? dect P- 
previous paragranb* t0 whic h I hav n^ 6 exce P- 
the motive f or "x’t Where - whatever Ltvf Uded * . 
veiling of deceptionjTh”^’ J Certai ">y 
frmnds have introduced II my ^ cir c e j 

erms, which have been caSv % own 

he possibility of fraud. Having ‘° prcven ‘ 

some of the conditions which fLht r” 7 ascertai "^ 
of the phenomena, my mo d es of ? ' e ““""w* 

quines have generally been attended whh ? “T in ' 

Zt-L'" T “r witl “ .r; 

z r z c : of .r in ‘ rifling ° b —xii:; 

. P . ’ might render 'ess easy the detection of 

fraud 


f have said that darkness is not essential. It is how¬ 
ever, a well-ascertained fact that when the force is 
weak a bright light exerts an interfering action on 
some of the phenomena. The power possessed by Mr. 
Ffornr i . sufficiently strong to withstand this antagonis¬ 
'd influence; consequently, he always objects to dark 
• ,f f|jq tenners. Indeed, except on two occasions, 


when, for v-mr fiartirular experiments of 


my 


own, 


,Vo tr of? Ihigr X] 













light was excluded, everything which I have wit¬ 
nessed with him has taken place in the light. I have 
had many opportunities of testing the action of light 
of different sources and colours, such as sunlight, 
diffused daylight, moonlight, gas, lamp, and candle 
I'icht electric light from a vacuum tube, homogeneous 
vellow light, etc. The interfering rays appear to be 
those at the extreme end of the spectrum. 

I now proceed to classify some of the phenomena 
which have come under my notice, proceeding from 
the simple to the more complex, and briefly giving 
under each heading an outline of some of the evidence 
I am prepared to bring forward. My readers will re¬ 
member that, with the exception of cases specially 
mentioned, the occurrences have taken place in my own 
house, in the light, and with only private friends present 
besides the medium. In the contemplated volume I 
propose to give in full detail the tests and precautions 
adopted on each occasion, with names of witnesses. I 
only briefly allude to them in this article. 


Class I. 

The Movement of Heavy Bodies zvith Contact, but 
without Mechanical Exertion. 

This is one of the simplest forms of I lie phenomena 
ft varies in degree from a quivering or 
vibration of the r.nmi and its contents to the actual 
'ing into the air of a heavy body when the hand is 
I hr retort is obvious that if people arc 
"'ng a thing whm it moves, they push it, or pull it. 






t , h< ‘ case ■" ■uimcrou^r' eXp<:rim «mall 

Cknce 1 attach l it t, " lstan «s > but ‘ y th »t thi s • 
uomena by i tself ^ ,m Portancc to ,1* matter of 
Jtminary to other d ° nly mentis h ' S cla ss of 
w ithout contact. m ° Vem «nt s of th " e then > as a Ph '; 

These movements ( . * klH but 

of every kind of n i ^ lncl eed I ^ 

by . “ P eci 'Ha r cold a !"° men0n) a « generllf th * sa "* 
f' ded Wln d. I h ’ sometimes amount,!* Prece( M 
by it, and a fKo had sheets ,-vf untlr »g to a Hp 

some occasions ^hiST^ lo ' Wered several d^ 11 about 

*“;■ ■ ■»« c Sir" •*”,»« sr »■ 

a,r ’ but the cold has bee *”* actual >»ovLe„t ? ™ 

compare it to that felt t, S ° mtense tha t I co. ih' the 

a few inches of f * When the hand ha- h d ° nly 
nes of fr ozen mercury. ** been within 


Class II. 

The Phenome ™ of Percussive and Other A,lied 

Sounds. 


The p ° pular name of “raps” conveys a very errone- 
on impression of this class of phenomena. At different 

k during my experiments, I have heard delicate 

as with the point of a pin; a cascade of sharp 
■ i from an induction coil in full work; detona- 

f ' n; in fin air; sharp metallic taps; a crackling like 
rh.if h# irr| whm a frictional machine is at work; 
f like < rafrhmg; the twittering of a bird, etc. 

# * ; .nr^h are noticed with almost every medium, 










each having a special peculiarity; they are more varied 
with Mr. Home, but for power and certainty I have 


met with no one who at all approached Miss Kate Fox. 
For several months I enjoyed almost unlimited oppor¬ 
tunity of testing the various phenomena occurring in 
the presence of this lady, and I especially examined 
the phenomena of these sounds. With mediums, gen¬ 
erally it is necessary to sit for a formal seance before 
anything is heard; but in the case of Miss Fox it seems 
only necessary for her to place her hand on any sub¬ 
stance for loud thuds to be heard in it, like a triple 
pulsation, sometimes loud enough to be heard several 
rooms off. In this manner I have heard them in a liv¬ 
ing tree—on a sheet of glass—on a stretched iron wire 


-on a stretched membrane—a tambourine—on tne root 
of a cab—and on the floor of a theatre. Moreover, 
actual contact is not always necessary; I have had these 
sounds proceeding from the floor, walls, etc., when the 
medium’s hands and feet were held-when she was 

caee and 0 " t ''TT'r ^ W3S enclosed in a wire 
cage-and when she had fallen fainting on a sofa. I 

aie eard them on a glass harmonicon—I have felt 
the fingers I em . on a sheet of Paper, held between 

r ». Wll ; *. -z 

s? ?a 

that 1 could devise until t'lT i" , thcm cvcry vvay 
the conviction that’thel * h " b ' en 110 eKtt ^ from 
ft "« produced I,y tfi( . kr w< n "“e lective occurrences 

y trukcry or mcohnnical means. 








An important question here for, • 
tenuon. Are the movements ^ * at 

Mergence? At a very early stage “f th^ l 
was seen that the power producing the ^ « 

wot merely a blind force but h ph noraena was 

governed by intelligence /thus The sounTf 7” * 

have just alluded will be repeated a definite nul^ ! 
nnes. they will come loud or faint; and in different 
P < ces, at request and by a pre-arranged code of signals 
questions are answered, and messages given with mon 
or less accuracy. 


ie intelligence governing the phenomena is some¬ 
times manifestly below that of the medium. It is fre¬ 
quently in direct opposition to the wishes of the me- 
nim. when a determination has been expressed to do 
something which might not be considered quite right, 
a\ e known urgent messages given to induce a recon- 
si eration. 1 he intelligence is sometimes of such a 
aracter as to lead to the belief that it does not ema¬ 
nate from any person present. 


statern^nf ln ^ tances can be given to prove each of 
subsequent ^ SLlbject be more fully disc 

ligence. ’ When treatin & of the source of the 


Fhe Alteration 


Class III. 

of Weights of Bodies. 


f have 
this 
'hum 


repeated the 


Journal, in differen^’fo!-?'? 118 alread y descrit 


». I 


. , - forms 

nced " r '‘ further all„d 


«'uul with 
° hi them 


bed in 
Several me- 
here. 
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Movement 


Class IV. 

of Heavy Substances when at a distance 
from the Medium. 

which heavy bodies, such as tables. 


The ’^"“tcVave been moved, when the medium 
itnVbeen’ touching them, are very numerous. I will 
riefly mention a few of the most striking. My own 
chair has been twisted partly round, whilst my feet 
were off the floor. A chair was seen by all present to 
move slowly up to the table from a far corner, when 
all were watching it; on another occasion an arm chair 
moved to where we were sitting, and then moved slowly 
back again (a distance of about three feet) at my re¬ 
quest. On three successive evenings a small table 
moved slowly across the room, under conditions which 
I had specially pre-arranged, so as to answer any ob¬ 
jection which might be raised to the evidence. I have 
had several repetitions of the experiment considered by 
the Committee of the Dialectical Society to be conclu¬ 
sive, viz., the movement of a heavy table, in full light, 
the chairs turned with their backs to the table, about a 
foot off, and each person kneeling on his chair, with 
hands resting over the backs of the chairs, but not 
touching the table. On one occasion this took place 
when I was moving about so as to see how everyone 
was placed. 

Class V. 

The Rising of Tables and Chairs off the Ground, w:th- 
out Contact with any Person. 

A remark is generally made when occurrences of this 
kind are mentioned: Why is it only tables and chans 
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another occasion, to avoid the suspicion of this being 
in some way performed by herself, the lady knelt on 
the chair in such a manner that its four feet were visi¬ 
ble to us. It then rose about three inches, remained 
suspended for about ten seconds, and then slowly de¬ 
scended. At another time two children, on separate 
occasions, rose from the floor with their chairs, in full 
daylight, under (to me) most satisfactory conditions; 
for I was kneeling and keeping close watch upon the 
feet of the chair, and observing that no one might 
touch them. 

The most striking cases of levitation which I have 
witnessed have been with Mr. Home. On three separate 
occasions have I seen him raised completely from the 
floor of the room. Once sitting in an easy chair, once 
kneeling on his chair, and once standing up. On each 
occasion I had full opportunity of watching the occur¬ 
rence as it was taking place. 

There are at least a hundred recorded instances of 
Mr. Home's rising from the ground, in the presence of 
as many separate persons, and I have heard from the 
lips of the three witnesses to the most striking occur¬ 
rence of this kind—the Earl of Dunraven Lord Lind¬ 
say, and Captain C. Wynne—their own most minute 
accounts of what took place. To reject the recorded 
evidence on this subject is to reject all human testi¬ 
mony whatever; for no fact in sacred or profane his¬ 
tory is supported by a stronger array of proofs. 

The accumulated testimony establishing Mr. Home’s 
levitations is overwhelming. Tt is greatly to be desired 
that some person, whose evidence would he accepted as 
'"onclusive by tihc scientific world—if indeed there lives 
a person whose testimony in favour of such phenomena 
would be taken would seriously and patiently examine 
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Class VII. 

Movements of Various Small Article ■ 

C ° ,,tact ™th any Person mlhoul 

i ' Ik ”,»S"? L«°""" 

under circumstances that rende” T'\ HaVe ° ccurred 
But it is idle to attribute these result tTtr^tr 
I would again remind my readers that what I rellte 
has not been accomplished at the house of a medium, 
Ut in my own house, where preparations have been 
quite impossible. A medium, walking into my dining¬ 
room, cannot, while seated in one part of the room 
with a number of persons keenly watching him, by 
trickery make an accordion play in my own hand when 
f hold it keys downward, or cause the same accordion 
to float about the room playing all the time. He cannot 
introduce machinery which will wave window curtains 
or pull up Venetian blinds eight feet off, tie a knot in a 
handkerchief and place it in a far corner of the room, 
'Mind rioter on a distant piano, cause a card-plate to 
float about the room, raise a water bottle and tuinhhr 
from the table, make a coral necklace rise on c,u ^ 

( ms/ a fan to move about and fan the company, or 
in rri uior? a pendulum when enclosed in a Rlas v 
firmly cemented to the wall. 
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Class VIII. 

Luminous Appearances. 

These, being rather faint, generally require the room 
to be darkened. I need scarcely remind my readers 
again that, under these circumstances, I have taken 
proper precautions to. avoid being imposed upon by 
phosphorised oil or other means. Moreover, many of 
these lights are such as I have tried to imitate artific¬ 
ially, but cannot. 

Under the strictest test conditions, I have seen a solid 
self-luminous body, the size and nearly the shape of a 
turkey’s egg, float noiselessly about the room, at one 
time higher than any one present could reach standing 
on tiptoe, and then gently descend to the floor. It was 
visible for more than ten minutes, and before it faded 
away it struck the table three times with a sound like 
that of a hard solid body. During this time the medium 
was lying back, apparently insensible, in an easy-chair. 

I have seen luminous points of light darting about 
and settling on the heads of different persons; I have 
had questions answered by the flashing of a bright light 
a desired number of times in front of my face. I have 
seen sparks of light rising from the table to the ceiling, 
and again falling upon the table, striking it with an 
audible sound. I have had an alphabetic communica¬ 
tion given by luminous flashes occurring before me in 
the air, whilst my hand was moving about amongst 
T have seen a luminous cloud floating upwards 
to a picture. Under the strictest test conditions, T have 
Triorr than once had a solid, self-luminous, crystalline 
l/od/ placed in my hand by a hand which did not be 
b/ng to any person in the room, hi the light, 1 have 
a luminous cloud hover over n heliotrope on a 




so 


side table, break a s Dr i* ,,«■ 

lady; and on some occasion Carry sd • 
luminous cloud visibly CO nH 1 have s <*n f ' 8 to » 
small *» J .*«» 

P.»P«r' y beta* „ £ 


l °mena. 


Class IX. 


The A PP™rance of Hands, either Self I ■ 

or Visible by Ordinary Light' UmH0MS 

The forms of hands are frequently f e „ at , , 
stances, or under circumstances where they canl ',T 
seen. More rarely I have seen the hands. I will here 
give no instances in which the phenomenon has no 
curred in darkness, but will simply select a few of the 

numerous instances in which I have seen the hands in 
the light. 

A beautifully-formed small hand rose up from an 
opening in a dining-table and gave me a flower; it ap¬ 
peared and then disappeared three times at intervals, 
affording me ample opportunity of satisfying myself 
that it was as real in appearance as my own. This 
occurred, in the light in my own room, whilst I was 
holding the medium’s hands and feet. 

On another occasion, a small hand and arm, like a 
baby’s, appeared playing about a lady who was sitting 
next to me. It then passed to me and patted my arm 
and pulled my coat several times. 

At another time, a finger and thumb were seen to 
pi r k the petals frrmi a flower in Mr. Home’s button 

' , and hy thorn m front <>i icvcrsl pcnom who 

sifting near him. 

A b ;, nd has been repeatedly seen by mysell «un 













5i 


others playing the keys of an accordion, both of the 
medium's hands being visible at the same time, and 
sometimes being held by those near him. 

The hands and fingers do not always appear to me to 
be solid and life-like. Sometimes, indeed, they present 
more the appearance of a nebulous cloud partly con¬ 
densed into the form of a hand. This is not equally 
visible to all present. For instance, a flower or other 
small object is seen to move; one person present will 
see a luminous cloud hovering over it, another will 
detect a nebulous-looking hand, whilst others will see 
nothing at all but the moving flower. I have more than 
once seen, first an object move, then a luminous cloud 
appear to form about it, and, lastly, the cloud condense 
into a shape and become a perfectly-formed hand. At 
this stage the hand is visible to all present. It is not 
always a mere form, but sometimes appears perfectly 
life-like and graceful, the fingers moving, and the flesh 
apparently as human as that of any in the room. At 
the wrist, or arm, it becomes hazy, and fades off into a 
luminous cloud. 

To the touch, the hand sometimes appears icy cold 
and dead; at other times, warm and life-like, grasping 
my own with the firm pressure of an old friend. 

I have retained one of these hands in my own, firmly 
resolved not to let it escape. There was no struggle or 
effort made to get loose, but it gradually seemed to re¬ 
solve itself into vapour, and faded in that manner from 
my grasp. 


Class X. 

Direct Writing , 

is the term employed to express writing which 
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' f naper bad been lying on the centre of the 

sheets O ‘ pencil rose up on its poult, and alter 

table; P" s “ dj, h “X jerks to the paper, fell down, 
ad " nCm ® and again fell. A third time it tr.ed, but 
1 ‘.! C " bet ter result. After three unsuccessful attempts, 
T' mill wooden lath, which was lying near upon the 
table! slid towards the pencil, and rose a few inches 
from the table; the pencil rose again, and propping itse 
against the lath, the two together made an effort to 
mark the paper. It fell, and then a joint effort was 
again made. After a third trial the lath gave it up, and 
moved back to its place, the pencil lay as it fell across 
the paper, and an alphabetic message told us—“We 
have tried to do as you asked, but our power is ex¬ 
hausted.” 

Class XI. 

Phantom Forms and Faces. 

These are the rarest of the phenomena I have wit¬ 
nessed. The conditions requisite for their appearance 
appear to be so delicate, and such trifles interfere with 
their production, that only on very few occasions have 
I witnessed them under satisfactory test conditions. I 
well mention two of these cases. 

In the dusk of the evening, during a seance with Mr. 
Home at my house, the curtains of a window about 
«ght feet from Mr. Home were seen to move. A dark 
shadowy, semi-transparent form, like that of a man’ 

wavi e, !h Seen by . a " PrCSCnt Standin K near t,le window 
waving he curtam with his hand. As we looked, the 

faded away, and the curtains censed to move. 

in the f, rr ,W "' K '** '' ;l111 m0fe stril< i n K instance. As 
he ' Wmw Ca « Mr. Home was the medium, A 








phantom form came from a corner 0 f th 
accordion in its hand, and then glided * 00m > took an 
playing the instrument. The form ab ° Ut the room 
present for many minutes, Mr. HotZVoT* to * 
at the same time. Coming rather close tr> T ’ 8 Wen 
was sitting apart from the rest of the 11 ' ady wh <> 
gave a slight cry, upon which it vanished y ’ She 


Class XII. 

Special Instances which seem to point to the 
Agency of an Exterior Intelligence. 


It has already been shown that the phenomena are 
governed by an intelligence. It becomes a question of 
importance as to the source of that intelligence. Is it 
the intelligence of the medium, of any of the other per¬ 
sons in the room, or is it an exterior intelligence? 
W ithout wishing at present to speak positively on this 
point, I may say that whilst I have observed many cir¬ 
cumstances which appear to show that the will and in¬ 
telligence of the medium have much to do with the 
phenomena,* I have observed some circumstances which 
seem conclusively to point to the agency of an outside 
intelligence, not belonging to any human being in the 
Space does not allow me to give here all the 
arguments which can be adduced to prove these points. 


... r J° not wish my meaning to be misunderstncK. 

/ .Mt ( mean is, not that the medium’s will and m 
'•> ig'-nce are actively employed in any conscious o 
‘ honest way in the production of the phenomena, 

1,\ 1,1 f sometimes appear to act in an um t,n 

v manner. 




hut I will briefly mention one or two circumstances 
out of many. 

I have been present when several phenomena were 
going on at the same time, some being unknown to the 
medium. I have been with Miss Fox when she has been 
writing a message automatically to one person present, 
whilst a message to another person on another subject 
was being given alphabetically by means of “raps,” and 
the whole time she was conversing freely with a third 
person on a subject totally different from either. Per¬ 
haps a more striking instance is the following:— 
During a seance with Mr. Home, a smal 1 lath, which 
I have before mentioned, moved across the table to me, 
in the light, and delivered a message to me by tapping 
my hand; I repeating the alphabet, and the lath tapping 
me at the right letters. The other end of the lath was 
resting on the table, some distance from Mr. Home’s 
hands. 

The taps were so sharp and clear, and the lath was 
evidently so well under control of the invisible power 
which was governing its movements, that I said, “Can 
the intelligence governing the motion of this lath change 
the character of the movements, and give me a tele¬ 
graphic message through the Morse alphabet by taps on 
my hand."” (I have every reason to believe that the 
Morse code was Quite unknown to any other person 
present, and it was only imperfectly known to me.) 
Immediately I said this, the character of the taps 
changed, and the message was continued in the way I 
had re Quested. 1 he letters were given too rapidly for 

nv to do more than catch a word here and there, and 
'on vQmfitly I lost the message; but T heard sufficient 
to convince me that there was a good Morse operator 
■lv’ rtthrr end of the line, wherever that might hr. 
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Another instance, a ladv 

by means of the planchette V* Writin « »utoo, a ,- 
means of proving that what s ' Was , 0 " 
unconscious cerebration.” The Was no, £ a 
docs, insisted that, although it wa s as « ^ 
and arm of the lady, the intelligence ' he ha ^ 

visible being who was playing on her h “ °' an in ' 
musical instrument, and thus moving he ” * S a 
therefore said to this intelligence “C * muscles - I 
contents of this room?” “Yes”,’ / , you s « the 

“Can you see to read this new^r?” 

my finger on a copy of the Times, which w oViTahf 
behind me, but without looking at it “Ye! » 
reply of the planchette. “Well,” I said, 4 £ 

that, write the . word which is now covered by my 
finger, and I will believe you” The planchette com- 
menced to move. Slowly and with great difficulty the 
word “however” was written. I turned round and saw 
that the word “however” was covered by the tip of my 
finger. 

I had purposely avoided looking at the newspaper 
when I tried this experiment, and it was impossible for 
the lady, had she tried, to have seen any of the printed 
words, for she was sitting at one table, and the paper 
was on another table behind, my body intervening. 


Class XIII. 


Miscellaneous Occurrences of a Complex Character. 

Under this heading I propose to give several occur¬ 
rences which cannot be otherwise classified owing to 
tr, 'ir complex character. Out of more than a dozen 
' ;i 1 will select two. The first occurred in the 
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presence of .Miss lvate l 1 ox. lo render it intelligible 
I must enter into some details. • 

Miss Fox had promised to give me a seance at my 
house one evening in the spring of last year. Whilst 
waiting for her, a lady relative, with my two eldest 
sons, aged fourteen and eleven, were sitting in the 
dining-room where the seances were always held, and 
I was sitting by myself, writing in the library. Hearing 
a cab drive up and the bell ring, I opened the door to 
Miss Fox, and took her directly into the dining-room. 
She said she would not go upstairs, as she could not 
stay very long, but laid her bonnet and shawl on a 
chair in the room. I then went to the dining-room 
door, and telling the two boys to go into the library 
and proceed with their lessons, I closed the door be¬ 
hind them, locked it, and (according to my usual 
custom at seances') put the key in my pocket. 

We sat down, Miss Fox being on my right hand 
and the other lady on my left. An alphabetic message 
was soon given to turn the gas out, and we thereupon 
sat in total darkness, I holding Miss Fox’s two hands 
in one of mine the whole time. Very soon a message 
was given in the following words: “We are going to 
bring something to show our power;” and almost im¬ 
mediately afterwards we all heard the tinkling of a 
bell, not stationary, but moving about in all parts of 
the room; at one time by the wall, at another in a 
further corner of the room, now touching me on the 
head, and now tapping against the floor. After ring¬ 
ing about the room in this manner for fully five tnin- 
utf-s, it fcJI upon the table close to my hands. 

fbiring the time this was going on no one moved, 
and Miss Fox's hands were perfectly quiet. T re* 
marked that it could not he my little hand-bell which 
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it?” “K° ” aU - mean j~ has an yone come in and taken 
- o, said he, ‘no one has been in; but I am sure 

1 WaS * bere > because when you sent us in here out of 
t e dining-room, J. (the youngest boy) began ringing 
it .-50 that I could not go on with my lessons, and I told 
him to stop. ’ J. corroborated this, and said that, after 
ringing it, he put the bell down where he had found it. 

f he second circumstance which I will relate oc¬ 
curred in the light, one Sunday evening, only Mr. 
Horne find members of my family being present. My 
wHe and \ had been spending the day in the con 
'Tid had brought home a few flowers we had ga 
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sitting down, a servant brought in the flowers which 
s1h> had arranged in a vase. I placed it in the centre 
of the dining-table, which was without a cloth. This 
was the first time Mr. Home had seen these flowers. 


After several phenomena had occurred, the con¬ 
versation turned upon some circumstances which 
seemed only explicable on the assumption that matter 
had actually passed through a solid substance. There¬ 
upon a message was given by means of the alphabet; 
“It is impossible for matter to pass through matter, 
but we will show you what we can do.” We waited in 
silence. Picsently a luminous appearance was seen 
hovering over the bouquet of flowers, and then, in full 
view of all present, a piece of Chinagrass 15 inches long 
which formed the centre ornament of the bouquet! 
slowly rose from the other flowers, and then descended 
to the table in front of the vase between it and Mr. 
Home It did not stop on reaching the table, but went 
through it, and we all watched it until it had entirely 
passed through. Immediately on the disappearance of 
grass, my wife, who was sitting near Mr. Home 
saw a hand come up from under the table between 

should 'r '" 8 thC f leCe ° f graSS - Jt tap P ed her 011 the 
11 1 a Z t °, r reC timeS with a soun< l audible to 
O , ' : , the grass 011 ‘he floor, and disappeared. 
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Home’s hinds"?/ ° tlme this was taking place, Mr. 
on the t i 1c in rC t0 be VM/ resting 

table wa, a u-l'ZZ v . ,0S fn,m his ha,uh - Tlw 
Vr, -vv; there w, , 'h , ""K- ro "'''. Opening with a 

11 ,n h, and ihc junction of the 










Iw ° tide, , 

n ’ «■»» tr * •»„„ 

^lcasurfH Passed *l r ^k h 

««>» of ' he an ;!^ to ,•>; n *• 

mc ,o ‘°£h£ " f ^M W b :;i y *£*.<*. 

We had all . 1 r, ' u fch this far to,, t . - *‘d*. 

An * %cn |f f Oracle vvitk t/ *’•* 

an d on ty am - 11 Pass thr, „ • w,t h'nit in. " 

1 lamination ;, . , ' u *sh ,. uiM . ">)or . - 

of '’Assure or ah ’ ‘ dld not ,|, y »«<l J *>*t 

abra »«on. ’ how ‘he 

Theories to a C( 

Attou *T pob th 

Fir *t Theory _ T i,. . CW 

tr icks, clever L* Phenom *"» are ° 

the medium are .w** arran 8 e *»«U . re »olts of 
Pany fools -d the ^ 

It is obvious that tu; a 

HI ^ Proportion accouiIt for a 

Willing to admit that v™ ' ta °k«nre4 j 

£ ha - HeardTu^ta^ 

have taken advantage of th y - 11, lmpostor5 «*» 
ualistic excitement to fill th ”° ***** ** ** 

motive for 1mJr i § Wh ° haVe no ^ 

se^-m solely bv z 1- *7 tempted to ch eat, it would 

several rfV ( ^ * n0t0riety ' 1 have ®* 

- f , ° Im P°stu re, some very ingenious, others 

' >a pa > e that no person who has witnessed the 

nUin 5 ^ lcnorncna could be taken in by them. An en- 

/ r ,n f° finding one of these cases at his 

' r5 d initiation is disgusted with what he detects at 

/r,#> ^ arn itnjMntnrc; and he not unnaturally gives 

v rrt ^fo his fadings, privately or in print, by a sweep* 

’’ oblation of the whole genus "medium." Again, 

*ifh a thoroughly gentitnr medium, the fir«t phmnniena 












6i 


which are observed are generally slight movements of 
the table, and faint taps under the medium’s hands or 
feet. These, of course, are quite easy to be imitated by 
the medium, or anyone at the table. If, as sometimes 
occurs, nothing else takes place, the sceptical observer 
goes away with the firm impression that his superior 
acuteness detected cheating on the part of the medium, 
who was consequently afraid to proceed with any more 
tricks in his presence. He, too, writes to the news¬ 
papers exposing the whole imposture, and probably in¬ 
dulges in moral sentiments about the sad spectacle of 
persons, apparently intelligent, being taken in by im¬ 
posture which he detected at once. 


There is a wide difference between the tricks of a 
professional conjurer, surrounded by his apparatus, and 
aided by any number of concealed assistants and con¬ 
federates, deceiving the senses by clever sleight of hand 
on his own platform, and the phenomena occurring in 
the presence of Mr. Home, which take place in the 
light, in a private room that almost up to the com¬ 
mencement of the seance has been occupied as a living 
room, and surrounded by private friends of my own, 
who not only will not countenance the slightest de¬ 
ception, but who are watching narrowlj everything 
that takes place. Moreover, Mr. Home has frequently 
been searched before and after seances and he always 
offers to allow it. During the most remarkable occur¬ 
rences I have occasionally held both his hands, and 
placed my feet on his feet. On no single occasion 
I'm /'- [ proposed a modification of arrangements for 
thf purpose of rendering trickery less possible which he 
li'H no t at owe assented to, and frequently be has 
hirm'If drawn attention to tests which might he tried. 






I speak chiefly of Mr. Home, as he * 

more powerful than most of the mediums 1 ! h ^ 

perimented with. But with all I have taken such" 

cautions as place trickery out of the list of ° ^' 
explanations. P°ssible 


Be it remembered that an explanation to be of at 
value must satisfy all the conditions of the problem 
It is not enough for a person, who has perhaps se^n 
only a few of the inferior phenomena, to say, “I sus _ 

peot it was all cheating,” or “I saw how some of the 
tricks could be done.” 

Second Theory .—The persons at a seance are the 

victims of a sort of mania or delusion, and imagine 

phenomena to occur which have no real objective ex¬ 
istence. 




1 ltlrd 1 heory.— The whole is the 

medium^ n T, * e ° ty '~^ e result of the spirit of the 

or a of th?r o ; aSS0Ciati0n With the ^ of 
QI the people present. 

bracing 6 m^e IhlnT small inca P abl <= of an- 

and they are improbable P ^ rtlon of the phenomena, 

™.,... *rr:, ,o " "»“■ 

remembered’ t^thXjrT'W ” ies ‘ Tt nnist be 
vague sense l.„ „ r<l spirits” k . . 

p m rw v Jb,c CnC r my of •*»»*. m “ V ° ry 





personifying who are what they please, in order to 
undermine Christianity and ruin men's souls. 

Sixth Theory. —The actions of a separate order of 
beings, living on this earth, but invisible and imma¬ 
terial to us. Able, however, occasionally to manifest 
their presence. Known in almost all countries and 
ages as demons (not necessarily bad), gnomes, fairies 
kobolds, elves, goblins, Puck, etc. 


Seventh Theory, -The actions of departed human 
beings—the spiritual theory par excellence. 

Eighth Theory.—{The Psychic Force Theory) .—This 
is a necessary adjunct to the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th 
theories, rather than a theory by itself. 

According to this theory the "medium/' or the circle 
of people associated together as a whole, is supposed 
to possess a force, power, influence, virtue, or gift, by 
means of which intelligent beings are enabled to pro¬ 
duce the phenomena observed. What these intelligent 
beings are is a subject for other theories 

It is obvious that a "medium" possesses a something 
which is not possessed by an ordinary being. Give this 
something a name. Call it “x” if you like. Mr. Ser¬ 
jeant Cox calls it Psychic Force. There has been so 
much misunderstanding on this subject that I think it 
best to give the following explanation in Mr. Serjeant 
Cox's own words :— 


"The Theory of Psychic Force is in itself merely the 
recognition of the now almost undisputed fact that 
under certain conditions, as yet but imperfectly ascer- 
mir.'d, and within a limited, but as yet undefined, dis- 
f .r.r' frorr 1 tbr bodies of certain persons having a 
ip+rvA I nerve organization, a Force operates by which, 
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Soiritualists consists in this-that we contend that 
T ■ is as yet insufficient proof of any other directing 
th ,vnt than the Intelligence of the Medium, and no 
!foof whatever of the agency of Spirits of the Dead; 
while the Spiritualists hold it as a faith, not demanding 
further proof, that Spirits of the Dead are the sole 
agents in the production of all the phenomena. . Thus 
the controversy resolves itself into a pure question of 
fact , only to be determined by a laborious and long- 
continued series of experiments and an extensive col¬ 
lection of psychological facts, which should be the first 
duty of the Psychological Society, the formation of 
which is now in progress/’ 







MISS FLORENCE COOK’S MEDIUMs Hl p 

[The following letters appeared in the S • ■ 

journals at the dates which they bear'] 11 ''^ 


Sir—It has been my endeavor to keep as clei , 
troversy as possible, in writing or speaks °‘ con ' 
inflammatory a topic as the phenomena called s - “ 
Except in very few cases, where the prominent Hw,™' 
of my opponent would have caused my silence t ^ 
ascribed to other than the real motives, I have made * 
reply to the attacks and misrepresentations whichMr 
connection with this subject has entailed upon me ^ 
The case is otherwise, however, when a few lines 
from me may perhaps assist in removing an unjust sus¬ 
picion which is cast upon another. And when this other 
person is a woman—young, sensitive, innocent—it be¬ 


comes especially a duty for me to give the weight of 
my testimony in favour of her whom I believe to be 
unjustly accused. 

Among all the arguments brought forward on either 
side touching the phenomena of Miss Cock’s medium- 
ship, I see very few facts stated in such a way as to 


lead an unprejudiced reader, provided he can trust the 
judgment and veracity of the narrator, to say, Here 
at last is absolute proof.” I see plenty of strong asser 
tion, much unintentional exaggeration, endless whJ 60 
ture and supposition, no little insinuation of frau > z 
Some amount of vulgar buffoonery; but no one^ ^ 
come forward with a positive assertion, baser up ^ 
evidence of his own senses, to the effect tia ^ oonl| 
form which calls itself “Katie” is visib c j n _ ca j n et 
the body of Miss Cook is either actually in 


or i % not there. 
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appears to me that the whole question narrows 
’t elf into this small compass. Let either of the above 
^ternatives be proved to be a fact, and all the other 
collateral questions may be dismissed. But the proof 
niust be absolute, and not based upon inferential reason- 
j n o-, or assumed upon the supposed integrity of seals, 
knots, and sewing; for I have reason to know that the 
power at work in these phenomena, like Love, “laughs 
at locksmiths.” 

I was in hopes that some of those friends of Miss 
Cook, who have attended her seances almost from the 
commencement, and who appear to have been highly 
favoured in the tests they have received, would, ere 
this, have borne testimony in her favour. In default, 
however, of evidence from those who have followed 
these phenomena from their beginning nearly three 
years ago, let me, who have only been admitted, as it 
were, at the eleventh hour, state a circumstance which 
came under my notice at a seance to which I was in¬ 
vited by the favour of Miss Cook, a few days after the 
disgraceful occurrence which has given rise to this con¬ 
troversy. 

I he seance was held at the house of Mr. Luxmore, 
and the “cabinet” was a back drawing-room, separated 

from the front room in which the company sat by a 
curtain. 

fhe usual formality of searching the room and ex¬ 
amining the fastenings having been gone through. Miss 
Cook entered the cabinet. 

After a little time the form of Katie appeared at the 

of the curtain, but soon retreated, saying hot* me- 
! um w ' n nof well, and could not he put into a suffi- 
rtn,fJy (1(P V to make it safe for her to he left. 






1 was sitting within a few t 
behind which Miss Cook was sht' ^ ‘ h * Cu ‘tain cl 
fluently hear her moan and sob, a 1 

easiness continued at int= , ‘ ,n Pain. Thi 

tion of * 

UW Standin * be fore me in the room i d °T ° f *•«* 
a so bhing loaning soundi tdentic > t J^ncU ^ 

- Iiss Cook had been making at interval c ,i ^ Which 
of the seance, come from behind the cu tai^T ** 
young lady W as supposed to be sitting ***" »' 

dH star r y 

light, the features resemhl i ^ the somew hat dim 
^ill the positive eviden^ of o t ° f MiSS C °° k; but 
the moan came from Miss r p 0 * my ° Wn senses that 
the figure was <5, ^ “ ** Cabi " et > wbi 's‘ 
mere inference to the , Stron S to be “Pset by a 
Your read ^ h ° Wever Wel! s»PPO«ed. 

‘hat I will noTeome hl*n ^ Wil1 ' 1 hope ’ believe 
,0 agree with me on ins (/■ ° an 0pinion > or ask them 
expecting too h * f.T* evidence. It is perhaps 

have mentioned will havo'^^ ‘ tte ,itt,e incident I 

"t it had with me But iu Same we 'ght with them 
f u “ e -ho are incHned J V d ° beg <> f them-Let 

evidence wr r ^ Udgment lm tiI Jl 'l IT ' M ' S / C °° k harshly 

question ” Ch 1 thin:k will be forward Positive 

V,. suffic, ent t0 sett!e 

M,ss Cook is n 

to a 

,t’ rf nnise,| th^’ 3 ' ov'rT ^ ‘ W ° friend »- 

mt - The,, £,27 tT: T" 1 *- 

have „ot been (to 8 ! ,a11 bc given 
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weeks, but enough has taken place to thoroughly con¬ 
duce me of the perfect truth and honesty of Miss Cook, 
and to give me every reason to expect that the premises 
so freely made to me by Katie will be kept. 

All I now ask is that your readers will not hastily 
assume that everything which is prima facie suspicious 
necessarily implies deception, and that they will suspend 
their judgment until they hear from me again on this 
subject.—I am, &c. 

William Crookes. 

20 Mornington Road, London. 

February 3, 18/4. 


SPIRIT-FORMS. 

In a letter which I wrote to this Journal early in 
February last, speaking of the phenomena of spirit- 
forms which have appeared through Miss Cook’s 
mediumship, I said, “Let those who are inclined to judge 
Miss Cook harshly suspend their judgment until I bring 
forward positive evidence which I think will be suffi¬ 
cient to settle the question. Miss Cook is now devoting 
lerself exclusively to a series of private seances with 
ne and one or two friends. . . • Enough has taken 

dace to thoroughly convince me of the perfect trut 
tnd honesty of Miss Cook, and to give me e\ei> ua 
o expect that the, promises so freely made to me by 

Oitie will be kept.” ., , • . fn mv 

fn that letter I described an incident wI ,k I ) 

w ,„ t very far towards convincing me Hut Katie 
; 'vfT O-* were two separate material beings. 
Katie was outside the cabinet, standing before 
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T’ and I heard a moaning noise f 
the cabinet. 1 am happy to " !f fr °m Mi Ss r 

tamed the “absolute proof” to!!! have at !° k * 
above-quoted letter. Wh,ch I refer! <*■ 

I will, for the present n m the 

Which Katie has given me on! ^ most of the t 
Miss Cook has favored meZitosT* QUeStio " v£ 
an will only describe one or two wh^Vu ^ 
had u 1 lave for some time past ! 1 HaVe re «n.ly 
wit i a phosphorous lamp, consisting of! 
bot le, containing a little phosphor LJ ' or 8 '^- 

corked. I have had reason to hope tint h ’ t! tightIy 
"Ms lamp some of the mysterious Ph 7 " Hght of 
cabinet might be rendered visibleand °‘ the 
expressed herself hopefully as to! K has also 
On March 12th domino- I f the Sanle result - 
Deen walking amongst its and t,n • V’ ter Katle bad 
retreated behind the curtain b' f ° r SOme time ’ she 
a t°ry, where the company W a ! hSeparated labor- 
wbich did temporary dut! tmg ’ from nly lib rary 
cam .c to the curtain and In a minute 

she r im ° the roomZd IT d me ‘° h6r - ^"g, 

!ess 0t " * !al whh e Wa : *‘*»«»* beforc 

Cook' KatiT? dia . tely walked into! 8 r " d tUrban head - 

, Miss Cook ha!'"?- aSide '» allow me t "" 7 " P f ° Mi$S 
, nead «as hangi n „ •'’ PPed Partly!^!. 60 pa f * found 

Cte 1 b-twet 1 ;, tra " C c- No, 
^ -«»/:;':« ,l,p 
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r^nk on to the sofa from the position into which 
Miss too* 

5 he had fallen. 

On returning to my post of observation by the curtain, 
g a tie again appeared, and said she thought she would 
he able to show herself and her medium to me at the 
same time. The gas was then turned out and she • 


ashed for my phosphorus lamp. After exhibiting her¬ 
self by it for some seconds, she handed it back to me, 
saying, “Now come in and see my medium.” I closely 
followed her into the library, 'and by the light of my 
lamp saw Miss Cook lying on the sofa just as I had 
left her. I looked round for Katie, but she had dis¬ 
appeared. I called her, but there was no answer. 


On resuming my place, Katie soon reappeared, and 
to d me that she had been standing close to Miss Cook 
all the time. She then asked if she might try an ex¬ 
periment herself, and taking the phosphorus lamp from 
me she passed behind the curtain, asking me not to 
°° m * or present. In a few minutes she handed 

7* < n P back to me, saying she could not succeed, as 
had used up all her power, but would try again 
another time. My eldest son, a lad of fourteen, who 


was fitting opposite me, in such a position that he could 
see behind the curtain, tells me he distinctly saw the 
phosphorous lamp apparently floating about in space 
ov'*r Miss Cook, illuminating her as she lay motionless 
on the sofa, but he could not see anyone holding the 


amp. 


f pass cm to a sconce hcltl last night at Hackney. 

Ka‘,e never appeared to greater “ nd 

nearly two hour., she walked about he room^eon 

'"""'took When "diking, an,I the fan- 

i .KrfM Pnt t"f'k my 
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pression conveyed to my m j nd th _. 
woman by my side, instead of a visitor f a «vin* 
world was so strong that the temptation °‘ hw 
recent celebrated experiment became a l most .. repeat a 
Feeling, however, that if I had not a sohit 
all events a lady close to me, I asked her ’ - had at 
clasp her in my arms, so as to be able toTerhy"* 0 
interesting observations which a bold exneZT. 7 
has recently somewhat verbosely recorded. Pernhss on 
was graciously given, and I accordingly did-Teh a" 
any gentleman would do under the circumstances. Mr 
Volokman will be pleased to know that I can corro¬ 
borate his statement that the “ghost” (not “struggling” 

se°Tf' eV R r) r T S 35 "! at6rial 3 bdng as Miss Cook her- 
u the sequel shows how wrong it is for an ex- 

Per.menta .st, however accurate his observations ma, 

insufficient 6 t0 a " lmporCant conclusion from an 
lnnutticient amount of evidence. 

timTto shT S g ld S ,r e thought she would be able this 
to turn the I f' ** MisS Cook ***her. I was 
lamp into the roo* ’ ^ then come m y phosphorus 

^ving previously 71 asked Tf 38 ! ™ S 1 did ’ 

shorthand to i fnend who was skillful in 

when in the cabinet any state!ment I might make 

Xr ‘ first impressions * nn i° Wln ^ ^ le Importance attaching 

memor y than necessarf T Wisbi " g to leav e more to 

■ -™ ~ 

’ '‘bout for Miss Cook Vf 01 ”’ I' 1 being dark, and 

Cfh ^r""* down, I UtTir' f Cr °“ c '”«* °« 

»««. « She ), ad ‘7 t,|,e young lady .IrTss r / le lai " P ’ and 

; ' n " :!' C ^ Pnrt of I bkck 

P ,ect, y useless- 'f evening, 

P ''"l moyc 









hen i took her hand and held the light quite close to 
* face, but continued quietly breathing. Raising the 

lamp* 1 lc> oked arounci anci saw K ' atie standing close 
behind .Miss Cook. She was robed in tiowing white 
drapery as we had seen her previously during the 
seance. Holding one of Miss Cook’s hands in mine, 
and still kneeling, I passed the lamp up and down so 
as to illuminate Katie’s whole figure, and satisfy myself 
thoroughly tot I was really looking at the veritable 
Katie whom I had clasped in my arms a few minutes 
before, and not at the phantasm of a disordered brain. 
She did not speak, but moved her head and smiled in 
recognition. Three separate times did I carefully ex¬ 
amine Miss Cook crouching before me, to be sure that 
the hand I held was that of a living woman, and three 
separate times did I turn the lamp to Katie and examine 
her with steadfast scrutiny, until I had no doubt what¬ 
ever of her objective reality. At last Miss Cook moved 
slightly, and Katie instantly motioned me to go away. 

I went to another part of the cabinet, and then ceased 
to see Katie, but did not leave the room till Miss Cook 
woke up, and two of the visitors came in with a light 


Before concluding this article I wish to give some 
of the points of difference which I have observed be¬ 
tween Miss Cook and Katie. Katie’s height varies; in 

my house I have seen her six inches taller than Miss 

Cook. Last night, with bare feet, and not “tiptoeing, 
she was four-and-a-balf inches taller than Miss Coo 

t»< lut niffht; the abn was pertly 

..th .. *mj "" ; ss ,“ ; ■ 

,,, k j, , large Mister, w^> lc h under similar c. 
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wears earrings. Katie’s complexion is very fair u- 
that of Miss Cook is very dark. Katie’s finge ^ 6 
much longer than Miss Cook’s, and her fa™ ,v 

larger. In manners and ways of expression there are 
also many decided differences. 

Miss Cook’s health is not good enough to allow of 
her giving more of these test seances for the next few 
weeks, and we have, therefore, strongly advised her 
to take an entire rest before recommencing the experi¬ 
mental campaign which I have sketched out for her, 

and the results of which I hope to be able to record at 
some future day. 

20 Mornington Road, N. W. 

March 30th , 1874. 
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THE LAST OF KATIE KING. 


Having taken a very prominent part of late at Miss 
Cook’s seances, and having been very successful in 
taking numerous photographs of Katie King by the aid 
of the electric light, I have thought that the publication 
of a few of the details would be of interest to the 
readers of the Spiritualist. 


During the week before Katie took her departure she 
gave seances at my house almost nightly, to enable me 
to photograph her by artificial light. Five complete sets 
of photographic apparatus were accordingly fitted up 
for the purpose, consisting of five cameras, one of the 
Whole-plate size, one half-plate, one quarter-plate, and 
two binocular stereoscopic cameras, which were all 
brought to bear upon Katie at the same time on each 
occasion on which she stood for her portrait. Five 
sensitising and five fixing baths were used, and plenty 
of plates were cleaned ready for use in advance, so that 
there might be no hitch or delay during the photographic 
operations, which were performed by myself, aided by 
one assistant. 


My library was used as a dark cabinet. It has fold¬ 
ing doors opening into the laboratory; one of these 
doors was taken off its hinges, and a curtain suspende 
in its place to enable Katie to pass in and out easily. 
Those of our friends who were present were sea e 
the laboratory facing the curtain, anc tic -earn ‘ KatJe 

placed a little behind ‘'’Ti’^pllottograph anything also 
when she came outside, a ^ . was withdrawn 

inside the cabinet, whenever m - ^ three or foltr 

for the purpose. Kac ■ <-<•". « giving at least 

exposures of plates in the 
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fifteen separate pictures at each seance • some 
were spoilt in the developing, and some in r 
the amount of light. Altogether I have forty-four , V" 8 

lives, some inferior, some indifferent, and some e^eeV 
lent. cei ' 

Katie instructed all the sitters but myself to kee 
their seats and to keep conditions, but for some time 
past she has given me permission to do what I liked 
—to touch her, and to enter and leave the cabinet al¬ 
most whenever I pleased. I have frequently followed 
her into the cabinet, and have sometimes seen her and 
her medium together, but most generally I have found 
nobody but the entranced medium King on the floor, 
Katie and her white robes having simultaneously dis¬ 
appeared. 

During the last six months Miss Cook has been a 
frequent visitor at my house, remaining sometimes a 
week at a time. She brings nothing with her but a 
little hand-bag, not locked; during the day she is con¬ 
stantly in the presence of Mrs. Crookes, myself, or some 
other member of my family, and, not sleeping by her¬ 
self, there is absolutely no opportunity for any prepara¬ 
tion even of a less elaborate character than would be 
required for enacting Katie King. I prepare and ar¬ 
range my library myself as the dark cabinet, and usually, 
after Miss Cook has been dining and conversing with 
us, and scarcely out of our sight for a minute, she 
walks direct into the cabinet, and I, at her request, lock 
its second door, and keep possession of the key all 
through the seance; the gas is then turned out, and 
Miss Cook is left in darkness. 

()n entering the cabinet, Miss Cook lies down upon 
th r fifr or, with her head on a pillow, and is soon on* 
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During the photographic seance, Katie muffled 
tranced. head up j n a shawl to prevent the light 

hCf - Tupon her face. I frequently drew the curtain on 
fal j de when Katie was standing near, and it was a 
° ne nion thing for the seven or eight of us in the 
laboratory to see Miss Cook and Katie at the same 
time, under the full blaze of the electric light. We did 
not on these occasions actually see the face of the 
medium because of the shawl, but we saw her hands 
and feet; we saw her move uneasily under the influence 
of the intense light, and we heard her moan occasion¬ 
ally. I have one photograph of the two together, but 
Katie is seated in front of Miss Cook’s head. 


During the time I have taken an active part in these 
seances Katie’s confidence in me gradually grew, until 
she refused to give a seance unless I took charge of 
the arrangements. She said she always wanted me to 
keep close to her, and near the cabinet, and I found 
that after this confidence was established, and she was 
satisfied I would not break any promise I might make 


o her, the phenomena increased greatly in power, and 
ests were freely given that would have been unobtain- 
ible had I approached the subject in another manner. 
>he often consulted me about persons present at the 
canccs, and where they should be placed, for of ate 
he had become very nervous, in consequence o cef h 
11-advised suggestions that force should be emp ove a 
m adjunct to more scientific modes of rcsearc 

One of the most interesting of 
vbich I am standing by the s,de °* ^ 1C fl oor . After- 
>are font upon a particular P>| , , an d 

vards I droned Miss Cook l.ke KM , hoto . 

If in exactly the same posilmn. 









graphed by the same cameras, placed exactly as in the 
other experiment, and illuminated by the 9ame light 
When these two pictures are placed over each other, the 
two photographs of myself coincide exactly as regards 
stature, etc., but Katie is half a head taller than Miss 
Cook, and looks a big woman in comparison with her. 
In the breadth of her face, in many of the pictures, she 
differs essentially in size from her medium, and the 
photographs show several other points of difference. 

But photography is as inadequate to depict the perfect 
beauty of Katie’s face as words are powerless to de¬ 
scribe her charms of manner. Photography may, in¬ 
deed, give a map of her countenance; but how can it 
reproduce the brilliant purity of her complexion, or the 
ever-varying expression of her most mobile features, 
now overshadowed with sadness when relating some of 
the bitter experiences of her past life, now smiling with 
all the innocence of happy girlhood when she had col¬ 
lected my children round her and was amusing them by 
recounting anecdotes of her adventures in India? 

“Round her she made an atmosphere of life; 

The very air seemed lighter from her eyes 

They were so soft and beautiful, and rife 
With all we can imagine of the skies; 

Her overpowering presence made you feel 
It would not be idolatry to kneel.” 

Having seen so match of Katie lately, when she has 
been illuminated by the electric light, T am enabled to 
add to the points of difference between her and her 
rri' dium which 1 mentioned in a former article. 1 have 
the most absolute certainty that Miss Cook and Katie 
nr fvvo separate individuals so far as their bodies are 
'onr'ru'd Several little marks on Miss Cook’s face 
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absent on Katie’s. Miss Cook’s hair is so dark a 
h^ovvn as almost to appear black; a lock of Katie’s, 
which is now before me, and which she allowed me to 
cut from her luxuriant tresses, having first traced it up 
to the scalp and satisfied myself that it actually grew 
there, is a rich golden auburn. 

One evening I timed Katie’s pulse. It beat steadily 
at 75, whilst Miss Cook’s pulse a little time after was 
going at the usual rate of go. On applying my ear to 
Katie’s chest I hear a heart beating rhythmically inside, 
and pulsating even more steadily than did Miss Cook’s 
heart when she allowed me to try a similar experiment 
after the seance. Tested in the same way, Katie’s lungs 
were found to be sounder than her medium’s, for at 
the time I tried my experiment Miss Cook was under 
medical treatment for a severe cough. 

\ou readers may be interested in having Mrs. Ross 
Church’s and your own accounts of the last appearance 
of Katie supplemented by my own narrative, as far as I 
can publish it. When the time came for Katie to take 
her farewell I asked that she would let me see the last 
of her. Accordingly when she had called each of the 
company up to her and had spoken to them a few words 
in private, she gave some general directions for the 
future guidance and protection of Miss Cook, brom 
these, which were taken down in shorthand, I quote the 
following: “Mr. Crookes has done very well through¬ 
out. and 1 leave Florrie with the greatest confidence in 
his hands, feeling perfectly sure he will not abuse the 
trust f place in him. He can act in any emergency 
better than f can myself, for he has more strength, 
fhiving concluded her directions Katie invited me into 
the < ;ibinet with her, and allowed me to remain there 

to the end 
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After dosing the curtain she conversed • . 
some time, and then walked across the Wlth mc for 
Miss Cook was lying senseless on the 77°™ l ° Wh ' ?re 
over her, Katie touched her, and said • ; «uf t ,° 0pin 8 
1‘lorrie, wake up! I must leave you now" u * up - 
then woke and tearfully entreated Katie to sfe. ?** 
time longer. “My dear, I can’t; my work is d * * kttk 
bless you,” Katie replied, and their continn ^ G ° d 
.0 Miss 0»*. Fo, X “ 

versing with each other, till at last Miss 
prevented her speaking. Following Katie’s instructs 

* h6n Came , f0I ? ard t0 su P'P° rt Miss Cook, who was 
ln f ° n 1 le floor > sobbing hysterically. I looked 

*;, b coi' J it 

cur^ and T ^ 7u 0almed > a light was pro- 

curcci and I led her out of the cabinet. 

lately fal^rfd ^ With which Miss Cook 

strength and T™ 6 ^ Pr0Ved a severe tax upon her 
edgment" of the "hr t0 - make tlle most public acknowl- 

rS„™ 1 ”—»*» <» *» 

«». I h,« propped shT li ' >P ” meo,! “» 

to with the utmnctf Mr h at 0n ' ce a S ree ' d to submit 

forward in speech 'Ind ’TT* ! ^ “ ° Pen and strai « ht - 
proaching the slightest ^ never seen anything ap- 
Indeed, I do no! fefee ^° f 3 wisk *° deceive, 
if she were to trv and *f couI ^ carry on a deception 

f ound ou<t very" quickly S f ° She wou ' Ic ^ certainly 
altogether forei J to ^ 7 ^ a liiK of action is 

ar, innocent school-girl of , And to inin Rine that 

ct,ve 'bon successful ^ e r C " ^ be a «o 'o con- 
Kig-mtu- an imposture as this .' V T'- for ,,,rof years so 

whin, Z, t"■ that ** ^ 

.. '" ;,r "f-'-t -ntV. VnXr' U,m " hrr - 

nouW U * willing to 







be searched at any time, either before or after the 
seance, and should meet with even better success in my 
own house than at that of her parents, knowing that 
she visited me with the express object of submitting to 
strict scientific tests—to imagine, I say, the Katie King 
of the last three years to be the result of imposture 
does more violence to ones reason and common sense 
than to believe her to be what she herself affirms. 

It would not be right for me to conclude this article 
without also thanking Mr. and Mrs. Cook for the great 
facilities they have given me to carry on these obser¬ 
vations and experiments. 


SIR WILLIAM CROOKES ADDRESSES THE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION. 

At the annual assembly of that most representative 
body, the British Association, at Bristol, in 1898, Sir 
William Crookes again declared himself upon the sub¬ 
ject of his researches. 

Since his first utterance, in 1874* many doubters had 
arisen who had declared that the scientist had swerved 
from his former course and no longer believed in the 
genuineness of the manifestations witnessed. His words 
before the British Association leave no doubt in the 
mind. He said: 

No incident in my scientific career is more widely 
known than the part I took many years ago in certain 
psychic researches. Thirty years have passed since T 
published an account of experiments tending to show 
that outside our scientific knowledge there exists a 
V(,x< < exercised hy intelligence differing from the ordi- 
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nary intelligence common to mortals. This 
life is, of course, well understood by those who^^ 
ored me with the invitation to become your Presid°T 
Perhaps among my audience some may feel curious a 
to whether I shall speak out or be silent. I elect to 
speak, although briefly. To ignore the subject would 
be an act of cowardice—an act of cowardice I feel no 
temptation to commit. 

I have nothing to retract. I adhere to my already 
published statements. Indeed, I might add much there¬ 
to. I regret only a certain crudity in those early expo¬ 
sitions which, no doubt justly, militated against their 
acceptance by the scientific world. My own knowledge 
at that time scarcely extended beyond the fact that cer¬ 
tain phenomena new to science had assuredly occurred, 
and were attested by my own sober senses, and, better 
still, by automatic record. 

I think I see a little farther now. I have glimpses of 
something like coherence among the strange elusive 
phenomena; of something like continuity between those 
unexplained forces and laws already known. This ad¬ 
vance is largely due to the labors of another Associa¬ 
tion of which I have also this year the honor to be 

resident the Society for Psychical Research. And 
were I now introducing for the first time these inquir¬ 
ies to the world of science I should choose a starting 
point different from that of old. It would be well to 
begin with telepathy; with the fundamental law as I 

f "'T t0 ’’ e ' tl,at ,t l llou S’ ll| ts and images may be trans¬ 
ferred from one mmd to another without the agency of 
the recognized organs of sense-that knowledge may 

Z . • "T" m,n( ' witho '. rt bei "K Communicated in 

'iny hitherto known or recognized ways 

U u]t tntby fake place we have two physical facts 
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the physical change in the brain of A, the suggester, and 
the analogous physical change in the brain of B, the 
recipient of the suggestion. Between these two physi¬ 
cal events there must exist a train of physical causes. 
Whenever the connecting sequence of intermediate 
causes begins to be revealed the inquiry will then come 


within the range of one of the Sections of the British 
Association. Such a sequence can only occur through 
an intervening medium. All the phenomena of the 
universe are presumably in some way continuous, and 
it is unscientific to call in the aid of mysterious agencies 
when with every fresh advance in knowledge it is shown 
that ether vibrations have powers and attributes abun¬ 
dantly equal to any demand—even to the transmission 
of thought. It is supposed by some physiologists that 
the essential cells of nerves do not actually touch, but 
are separated by a narrow gap which widens in sleep 


while it narrows almost to extinction during mental 
activity. This condition is so singularly like that of a 
Branly or Lodge coherer as to suggest a further analogy. 
The structure of nerve and brain being similar, it is 
conceivable there may be present masses of such nerve 
coherers in the brain whose special function it may be 
to receive impulses brought from without through the 
connecting sequence of ether waves of appropriate order 
of magnitude. Rontgen has familiarized us with an 
order of vibrations of extreme minuteness compared 
with the smallest wave with which we have otherwise 
been acquainted, and of dimensions comparable with 
the distances between the centers of the atoms of which 
the material universe is built up: and there is no reason 
to suppose that we have here reached f ‘ 

nurury Tf is known that the action of thoug « 
com partied by certain molecular moves,tents m the brain, 
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and here we have physical vibrations capable from their 
extreme minuteness of acting direct on individual mole¬ 
cules, while their rapidity approaches that of the inter¬ 
nal and external movements of the atoms themselves. 

Confirmation of telepathic phenomena is afforded by 
many converging experiments, and by many spontane¬ 
ous occurrences only thus intelligible. The most varied 
proofj perhaps, is drawn from analysis of the sub-con¬ 
scious workings of the mind, when these, whether by 
accident or design, are brought into conscious survey. 
Evidence of a region below the threshold of conscious¬ 
ness has been presented, since its first inception, in the 
‘'Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research;” 
and its various aspects are being interpreted and welded 
into a comprehensive whole by the pertinacious genius 
of F. W. H. Myers. 

A formidable range of phenomena must be scientific¬ 
ally sifted before we effectually grasp a faculty so 
strange, so bewildering, and for ages so inscrutable, as 
the direct action of mind on mind. This delicate task 
needs a rigorous employment of the methods of exclu¬ 
sion—a constant setting aside of irrelevant phenomena 
that could be explained by known oauses, including 
those far too familiar causes, conscious and unconscious 
fraud. The inquiry unites the difficulties inherent in all 
experimentation connected with mind, with tangled 
human temperaments and with observations dependent 
less on automatic record than on personal testimony. 
But difficulties are things to be overcome even in the 
elusory branch of research known as Experimental 
Psychology. 

(t has been said that "Nothing worth the proving can 
),* proved, nor yet disproved/' True though this may 
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have been in the past, it is true no longer. The scienc 
of ° ur century has forged weapons of observation and 
analysis by which the veriest tyro may profit Science 
has trained and fashioned the average mind into habits 
of exactitude and disciplined perception, and in so doing 
has fortified itself tor tasks higher, wider, and incom 
parably more wonderful than even the wisest among 
our ancestors imagined. Like the souls in Plato’s mvth 
that follow the Chariot of Zeus, it has ascended to a 
point of vision far above the earth. It is henceforth 
open to science to transcend all we now think we know 
ot matter, and to gam new glimpses of a profounder 
scheme of Cosmic Law. 


„ An eminent predecessor in this chair declared that 
“by an intellectual necessity he crossed the boundary 
of experimental evidence, and discerned in that matter, 
v hioh we, in our ignorance of its latent powers, and 
notwithstanding our professed reverence for its Creator, 
have hitherto covered with opprobrium, the potency and 
promise of all terrestrial life.” I should prefer this 
apophthegm, and to say that in life I see the promise 
and potency of all forms of matter. 

In old Egyptian days a well-known inscription was 
carved over the portal of the temple of Isis: I am 
whatever ha/th been, is, or ever will be; and my veil 
no man hath yet lifted.” Not thus do modern seekers 
after truth confront Naturc-thc word that stands for 
the baffling mysteries of the Universe. Stea ' y ’ u ": 
flindhingly, we strive to pierce the inmost heart of 
Nature ^from what she is to re-construct what she has 
C,n ;,nd to prophesy what she yet shall be. \ oil after 
we have lifted, and her face grows more health . 
...g.Mt and wonderful, with every harrier that is wilt- 


At* iwn, 








APPENDIX. 


GREAT MEN ON A GREAT THEME. 

Up to the time when I first became acquainted with 
the facts of Spiritualism I was a confirmed, philosophi¬ 
cal sceptic, rejoicing in the works of Voltaire, Strauss 
and Carl Vogt, and an ardent admirer—as I am still— 
of Herbert Spencer. I was so thorough and confirmed 
a Materialist that I could not at that time find a place 
in my mind for the conception of spiritual, existence, or 
for any other agencies in the universe than matter and 
force. Facts, however, are stubborn things. 

The fact beats me.” 

ALFRED R. WALLACE, F. G. S., F. R. S. 


* / • “ 1 ha,t ^nain physical phenomena, such as the 
moving of material substances, and the production of 
sounds resembling electric discharges, under certain 
circumstances in which they cannot be explained by any 
physical law at present known, is a fact of which I am 

chemFtry 11 ” 35 1 ^ ° f ^ el ' ementai T facts in 

WILLIAM CROOKES, F. R. S. 


“r‘^ r + W / I, ‘ ia 1 ' m Crookes was editor of the London 
Quarterly Journal of Science;” discoverer of X! 

mrtl'r™ ^^ iagam P' roccss ; inventor of the radio- 
t r, ortheoscope; gold medalist of the French 

A^Sn 0 bo^ C ,h C e C 9 V'i n<l PrCsi<l "V f ‘he British 
‘he .wl’;; for r i’s>rhicalTTc arcl 1. ° f 


f Have long, carefully 
pinfuaj phenomena Nnf 


a,,( i conscientiously studied 
‘•nly atu 1 convinced of their 
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irrefutable reality, but 1 have also a profound assurance 
,h-at (hey are produced by the spirits of those who have 
left earth; and further, that they only could produce 
them.” M. LEON FAVRE, 

Consul General of France. 

‘•It is absolutely impossible to account for these phe 
nomena, save by assuming the action of superhuman 
influences, or unseen spirit intelligences.” 

J. HERMAN FICHTE. 

I am a Spiritualist, and an impassioned one, and I 
am anxious to confound Materialism in the name of 
science and good sense.” M. THIERS, 

Ex-President of France. 


I do not hesitate to affirm my conviction, based on 
personal examination of the subject, that any scientific 
man who declares the phenomena denominated 'mag¬ 
netic,’ ‘somnambulistic,’ 'mediiumie/ and others not yet 
explained by science, to be ‘impossible,’ is one who 
speaks without knowing what he is talking about; and 
ilso any man accustomed, by his professional a\oca- 
ions, to scientific observations—provided that his mind 
s not biased by pre-conceived opinions—may acquire a 
•adioal and absolute certainty of the reahtv of the facts 

illudcd to . ■ • Although Spiritualism is not a «- 

U C 1 • m thr dnv may come when religion 

iKi n but a ~^ n ; ed t one single synthesis.” 

,nd science will caMTLLE FLAMMARION. 

t „ t in dmv well-attested facts 

•“',-ssis w .. 

z .. * mm »*•« «*” * s “ ~ 







88 


counts of apparitions as mere old wives’ t»hi 
sorry for it, and I willingly take this b€S ’ 1 an > 
entering my solemn protest against this WoknT'f 5, ° f 
ment which so many that believe the Bible ‘ 

:«»■ i o« th «L 

They well know ('whether Christians know it Ce ’ 
that THE GIVING UP OF THESE APPARITTn^ 
S IN EFFECT GIVING UP THE BIBLE « 
know, on the other band, that if but one account of tb 

“T e th°e f v en m ith SPir l tS iS adlmitted ’ th ^ whole 
castle in the air (Deism, Atheism and Materialism 1 

falls to the ground.” J0H N WESLEY 

. Party (Spiritualists) has an idea deeper and 

sTilfini iC ° r Pr0testant ; na mely, that God 

inspires men as much as ever.” 

THEODORE PARKER. 

‘'I believe that Samuel did actually appear to Saul. 

world in n- le .' e , 1 ere ' s a su P ei 'natural, or spiritual, 
world in which -human spirits, both good and bad, live 

, f 1 e ° f consciou sness. ... I believe that any 
e sp ' nts may ’ acc ording to the order of God in 

with T S ° f ‘n 1 " ^ aCe ° f residence - have intercourse 
th this world and become visible to mortals.” 

dr. ADAM CLARKE. 

reZlld b t.' ie e f arth aM ** ""nft ** havc 

t1 - 0 'n ’ * . * * J two worl(Is met in Bible 

m . es . I he communications were as real between earth 

T«* mt Umtm to-C 

.-J*..* 

1 nay . . . [. ct „* rise to the »ub- 






md purity of this great Bible truth and console 

1,n " hearts therewith.” 

BISHOP JOHN P. NEWMAN. 


our 


n when in the midst of this trouble and pain, I sit 
down to my books, some beneficent power shows it all 
to me, and tempts me to be interested; and I don’t in¬ 
vent —really I do not—but see it and write it down.” 

CHARLES DICKENS, 

(In a letter to Forster.) 


“Spiritualism has not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
It has come to fulfill the longings and hopes of human 
life and to inform them with the vitality of faith and 
conviction. It hias come to transform the present.” 

LILIAN WHITING. 


“I believe hundreds of wdl authenticated instances 
exist where these spirit forms have been seen—not in 
darkened rooms, under linen sheets, but in broad light 
and in their own likeness. I believe thousands of in¬ 
stances have occurred where messages have been re¬ 


ceived from them, and I have no doubt that we are 

often visited by departed friends, whose presence we 

vaguely feel, but whom we cannot see or hear. 

* J T 7 T t a wttffTRR WILCOX. 


“All my readers know I am deeply interested m fj' e 
subject of Spiritualism. ^ ^really 

wh; ;'7 cr th ;;; e e n Pt regXrIy followed by them, almost 
ftrr _I been, * sjncc T was a gir I. I do most 

persecuted by h . f wkh „ 1k , rap8 before 

really bHicvc that ^ w HELEN WILMANS. 

thr p'ox girls werr. 
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"I believe I am in possession r,( • 

which demonstrate immortality I facts 

genuine supernatural phenomena Wlt ™ s °"* 
either fraud, illusion or suggest^ and T ^ 
canoe will have to be reckoned with by X Signifi ' 

RICHARD SoS'oS," 


MATERIALIZATION 

All that ,s meant by the phrase spirit-materialization 

matter' baS SU ° h 3 power over th « elements of 

latter, that he can make animate and palpable the 

woe or a part of a body resembling that which he had 

at any period of -his earth-life. Ever since 1848 these 

partial or full-form manifestations have been common. 

In all ages of the world they have been known, though 

the testimony m regard to them has been rejected often 

by the inexperienced. At the manifestations of the 

celebrated Davenport Brothers as far back as 1850, a 

till spirit-form would not unfrequently appear. Their 

ather Dr. Ira Davenport, whom I have questioned on 

t e subject, and of whose good faith no one Who knows 

him can doubt, assured me (1879) that the phenomenon 

was proved repeatedly in his own house, and through 

the medial attraction of his own sons, under conditions 

where fraud or delusion was impossible. There have 

been charges of fraud (by no means conclusive) against 

the “brothers,” but that genuine manifestations were 

given by them cannot now be disputed. 

The late Dr. IT. F. Gardner, of Boston, informed me 
that on one occasion, in broad daylight, D. D, Home 
being the medium, lie had grasped a detached human 
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( 1 which melted away as if into impalpable, invisible 


va j£ r ’ j 0 j in Garth Wilkinson, of London, describes a 
similar experiment with Home. Carrying out the idea 
of a spiritual body infolded within and controlling the 
physical, he says: “Could we behold an apparition of 
the nervous spirit, waving and sweeping through the 
nerves of the body, we should see that there are mo¬ 
tions and mechanisms which transcend the mere exter¬ 
nal likeness and habitation of life, and should know by 
solemn experience that our organization is an imperish¬ 
able truth that derides the grave of the body.” 

The formation of the spirit-hand has been watched 
under conditions scientific, though as yet limited to the 
experience of a few. In th zBanner of Light, of August 
3, 1878, Mr. Austin A. Burnham, of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
gives an account of eighteen sittings which he had in 
the summer of 1875 with the Bangs Sisters, one fifteen 
years old and the other eleven, at their home in Chicago. 
During the first four sittings no hands appeared, but 
musical instruments were played on, and there was 
slate-writing—all under the table. During the next six 
sittings beautifully formed white hands were thrust up¬ 
ward through the aperture of the table, showing that 
they were guided by an intelligent power. . 

next eight sittings different-sized hands and £ 
both whites and Indians were projected (often 
taneously) from the aperture. formation of 

An ttmT" A Wer W white cylinder, about three 
• Zl Zgth and one-eighth inch diameter, resend,- 
inches m ,c ”* h |fo W ing-taper, was thrust upward 

;i C 'Z \7Z At the next sitting MO cylinders 

S' r? m * 


and disappeared in his grasp. 
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next sitting three cylinders were shown about ti 
meter of an ordinary lead-pencil, at first’ oerfeL 
and seeming to adhere one to another Tw £ 
soon became flexible, and on close insist,« ° Wever 

On the next evening “a complete and fun-lv^o, , 
Spmt-hand was presented, which had developed to ^ 
tunty before out eyes from the little spindles'^ of refi™^ 
matter that our senses had first perceived, ft W as\ 
demonstration that knowledge and power have been 
gnen to the spirit in its supermundane existence to 
exercise such control over the molecular forces of the 
universe as to arrange matter in harmonious forms, and 
endow the same with intellectual life.”* 

P r ' pp' P - Willis, at one time a medium for physi¬ 
cal manifestations, in regard to his own medial experi¬ 
ence says: "It is twenty-three years ago that these 
materializations of hands occurred. Did they not occur 
under the great law of form-materialization that ha 
been operative through all the ages from the days older 
fh.n Abraham who had three full form-materializations 
t one time m has tent upon the plains of Mamre, down 
to the materialization of Moses and Elias upon the 
mount in Judea? And if a hand, or even a finger, can 
be materialized, can the workings of the law be limited 

*' J C 90 that rt shalil be pronounced impossible for 
he full form to stand out in the perfection of human 
proporhons? Is not the one the sure prophecy of the 


Ihe author has himself both seen and felt the 
spirit-hand repeatedly under conditions that seemed 
to preclude both imposture and hallucination. He 
has also seen the hand write messages, indieatimr 
Clairvoyant pev/er. 
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Truly 1 see no way of answering this question except 
5y admitting that the spirit-hand makes possible the 
full-form manifestation, appropriately clothed. Oftm 
these hands would show some deformity or defect by 
way of identifying the spirit manifesting; and Dr 
Willis says, referring to his own mediumship- 
“On one occasion a gentleman present drew a knife 
from Ins pocket with a long, keen blade, and taking no 
one into his counsel, watching his opportunity, pierced 
with a violent blow one of the psychic hands The 
medium uttered a shriek of pain. The sensation was 
precisely as if the knife had passed through his hand 
The gentleman sprang to his feet exultant, thinking he 
had made a most triumphant expose of trickery, and 
fully expected to find the medium’s hand pierced and 
bleeding. To his utter chagrin and amazement there 
was no trace of a scratch even upon either hand of the 
medium, and yet to him the sensation was precisely as 
if the knife had passed through muscle and tendon, and 
the sensation of pain and soreness remained for hours. 

On another occasion a gentleman was present who,' 
a year before, had lost, as he supposed forever, a be¬ 
loved wife. He had no faith in immortality, and to 
him death was indeed the blackness of an endless night, 
and the grave an abyss that had swallowed forever his 
most precious treasure. A hand was formed and placed 
in his, and he started with the exclamation in thrilling 
tones of ‘Oh, my God!’ and burst into tears. He recog¬ 
nized the hand of his wife, and felt upon two of the 
fingers facsimiles of the betrothal and marriage rings 

he had placed thereon.” 

Augustine Calmef, author of the well-known Dic¬ 
tionary of the Bible,” was born near Commercy, in 
Franc( ., in t(< 7 2 , and died in 1757, “greatly esteemed,' 
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says the British National Cyclopaedia “k , 
learning and moderation.” Calmet «,»n both f °r his 


learning and moderation.” Calmet wtu 'k, * for ”« 

modern phenomena have abundantly confi \ What °«t 
‘ ha ‘ spiri f can take on objective 
degrees of materiality; some so attenuated < lffcr<;nl 
™.ble to the normal sense of mortals s “ *° ^ 
still invisible, probably sufficiently near to thT’ th ° U8:h 
to have caused, in our day, an impression ‘ natenal 
tographer’s sensitive plate, which it is well °w ^ Pho ' 
be impressed by objects not visible to the 11”°” 
and some that can be seen only by persons'T" 

of high clairvoyance. The proof is ffi the 
passage from Calmet: following 

tin l£ A S necess , ary to stud y and distinguish the appari 
hons during sleep from those that appear during you 

wa-keful state studying apart, also, those apparition 

m solid bodies, that talk and walk and eat and drink 

lout andTj.’’ th ° Se ‘ tet aPPear « 

Here it is evident that the great fact of materializa¬ 
tion was known to the erudite author of “The Dic¬ 
tionary of the Bible;” and he also justifies the belief of 
the lower races in “a filmy body” for the spirit bv 
s owing that the spirit may regulate at will the decree 
or mo ecular attenuation in his assumed body. 

density ILfft, ° f mate " a,ization to such a degree of 

Link” Catrtl, 5P ' rrt , T ta ' k a "' d waIk a " d «t and 

. ’ La,met evidently no doubt. It is all in strict 

iTrelated of'the r° Ur PrCSCr " t faots ’ to gether with what 
is related of the reappearance of Jesus. Tn the common 

'' any onr waflt testimony more remote than 
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0 f Cain 10 * to the fact of a spiritual body, he may 
th a ^ n ° thaJ t in Egypt, two thousand years before our era, 
lough un ^ nown God an< ^ Lord of life, was wor¬ 
shipped under various names and attributes, the popular 
religi° n and household culitus had Spiritualism for its 
basis. In London, on the 15th of April, 1879, in a lec¬ 
ture at Steinwiay Hall, Mr. Le Page Renouf (not known 
as a Spiritualist) undertook to set forth the results of 
the latest and fullest researches into the civilization and 
religion of Ancient Egypt. These results, it must be 
observed, are no matter of surmise or inference from a 
few disputed passages or obscure texts. Five thousand 
years ago the Egyptians left their belief written at large 
in all conceivable forms, from royal edicts to private 
prayers and memoranda. 

A principal and pervading tenet among them was the 
double nature of man. Every human being had his 
double, wraith, or astral spirit, as much a part d£ him 
as his fleshy frame— “at times , and in certain conditions, 
independently visible and palpable. The Egyptian 
name for this was Kar, a word exactly corresponding 
to the Latin imago and the Greek or ^ 
this mystic companion, separate of eart h- 

continued and carried on afte surv i v0 rs formed 

life, and the camn J U " 1 “ t “" e ^ a i worship and reverence 
the greater part of the distinguished Egyptian 

for the dead that so remM * ^ famfflar d 
social life. Possess,on J^cLtifically dealt with 

recognized phenomena^ • } there is a glimpse of 

Tn the Ishtar tablets 1 (B. 1 L^ spirit of Heaham, like 

materialization m ' rth aroSl >” 

glass, transparent from EPES SARGENT. 


































